Five College Mentored Turkish Study Guide 70

Available online at http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/turkish         

Theme 5: Life Stories: Family History
Study Goals:

· Understanding of LTET Lesson 23 (p. 148-151)

· Familiarity with the CultureTalk Turkey videos:

Life Stories: Family History
· Sixty Years of Marriage

· From Crete to Tarsus

· Childhood Memories

· Relatives in Cyprus

· During the Cyprus Conflict

· Memorization and active use of new vocabulary from this week’s CultureTalk videos
· Review of the “themes” and “keys” of the Turkish grammatical system

· Understanding how to construct true and untrue conditions

· Ability to discuss some key events and issues in recent Turkish history (northern Cyprus, population exchanges, etc.) and to understand them through the personal experiences of the CultureTalk interviewees.
Materials:

· Thomas and Itzkowitz, Elementary Turkish (LTET) Lesson 23 (p. 148-151)
Multimedia Materials: 

CultureTalk Turkey http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/culturetalk/turkey     
Life Stories: Family History

· Sixty Years of Marriage

· From Crete to Tarsus

· Childhood Memories

· Relatives in Cyprus

· During the Cyprus Conflict
Getting Started:

· Read through LTET Lesson 23 (p. 148-151).  Read all bolded Turkish words and phrases aloud.
· Memorize all new vocabulary from Lesson 23.

· Watch the video Sixty Years of Marriage on CultureTalk Turkey.  

Assignments for Independent Study

· Review the Statement on verb forms (p. 148-9).  
· Study how to form statements of ‘true condition’ (p. 149-150).

· Study how to form statements of ‘untrue condition’ (p. 150-1).    

· For all new vocabulary: 

· Make Flashcards and review the vocabulary repeatedly.

· Make sure you can translate the words from English to Turkish and vice versa.

· Practice saying each word aloud in a sentence. 

· Following the directions below (the same as in preceding weeks), study each of this week’s  Related Videos on CultureTalk.

Working with the CultureTalk videos:

· First, watch the video through at least twice.  Listen carefully and try your hardest to understand at least the sense of what is being said.  Use visual and tonal clues, and listen for words you recognize.    

· Read the Turkish transcript.  Pay particular attention to words and endings you couldn’t quite catch.  Do you feel a little more comfortable with the structures now?  You could look up a few words now, to aid your understanding.  Read the Turkish transcript a second time, and watch the video again.

· Finally, read the English transcript, and watch the video once more.

· Print out or download the Turkish transcripts of this week’s CultureTalk videos.  Go over them carefully, making sure you understand all vocabulary and grammar.  Underline words and phrases you do not understand.  Look up the vocabulary.  Is any of the grammar unclear to you?  Be sure to bring up any points of confusion at your tutorial.

Remember to make flashcards of all unfamiliar words and expressions!  Use the Turkish transcription for correct spelling.

Please be sure to give yourself plenty of time to work with the videos; this will enable you to benefit the most from them.  

Conversation Session Preparation Guide

· Be prepared to drill, practice, and perform any of the exercises assigned in the textbook.

· Be prepared to use the new vocabulary and grammar you have learned this week.

· Be prepared to discuss both of this week’s CultureTalk videos.

· Be prepared to participate actively in a discussion of any of this week’s Discussion Questions.

· Be prepared to participate actively in any of this week’s Role-Play Activities.

Discussion Questions: 

· Be prepared to talk about the people in the videos. How did the couple in the first video meet? How many kids do they have, etc.? Why did the family of the speaker in the second video have to leave Crete and where did they settle first? Where was their final destination? 

· Do you have a large family?  What do you think about large families?  Do you think it is good to have a large family? 

· Be prepared to talk about your family history. Where were your ancestors living in the past? Did they move somewhere else later? How were the conditions then? Be prepared to talk about the history of the city your family is living now. 

Weekly Role-play Activities:

· A young couple is discussing the relative benefits and disadvantages of large and small families.  One partner would like to have lots of children; the other thinks it is preferable to have only one or two.  Each attempts to talk the other around to his/her own point of view
First student: the partner who wants to have a large family

Second student: the partner who wants to have a small family
 (Students change roles after the first performance):

· An American college student is planning a trip back to the part of Turkey which his/her grandparents are originally from.  S/he asks his/her grandmother which places to go and what to see.  They reminisce together.  Is the grandmother still in touch with anyone from the ‘old country’?  How does she feel about the student going back?   
(Students change roles after the first performance):

First student: the student 
Second student: the grandmother
Oral Practice:

To prepare for these Discussion Questions and Role-Play Activities you should:

· Memorize words you will need and practice challenging words or phrases aloud. 

· For the Role-Plays, practice playing both parts (aloud!) in front of a mirror.

· Make yourself ready to actively engage in these conversations by the time of your conversation session. 

· Be prepared to talk about what ‘home’ means to you.  What does it mean to be ‘from’ somewhere?
Review

· At this stage, you should be comfortable using and understanding all 8 basic forms of the Turkish verb listed on LTET p. 148.  If there are any conjugations you cannot easily use and understand (or if any of the many verbal suffixes have begun to fade from your memory), take some time now to review them.
· Go through the flashcards you made for Study Guides 17 and 19.  

Homework to Hand in at the Tutorial

· Tell an interesting, sad or funny story from your family history.  Your story should be at least one paragraph (15 sentences) long.  

· Some of the people in this week’s CultureTalk videos came to Tarsus from Crete during the population exchanges.  Where is your family originally from?  Do you still live there?  If so, what is it like?  If not, do any of your older relatives still have memories or traditions from that place/those places?  Do they still speak the language?  Have you ever been there?  Do you want to go?  Write a 1-page monologue.  If you don’t know where your family is from, write down one or two interesting or significant stories from your own life instead.     
· Write a dialogue between a grandfather and his grandson and granddaughter. (At least 15 lines long)
Self-Assessment

· I have studied and can now comfortably understand this week’s 5 related CultureTalk videos.

· I have memorized all new vocabulary from this week’s CultureTalk videos.

· I understand and have completed LTET Lesson 23, p. 148-51.

· I have memorized all new vocabulary from LTET Lesson 23.
· I have reviewed the “themes” and “keys” of the Turkish grammatical system.  

· I can competently use all 8 basic verb forms in Turkish.

· I have learned how to make statements of true and untrue conditions.

· I can discuss some key events and issues in recent Turkish history (northern Cyprus, population exchanges, etc.) and understand them through the personal experiences of the CultureTalk interviewees. 

· I am prepared to go on to the next study guide. 

· I am ready to submit my self-assessment report. 
Congratuations!  You have completed Lewis V. Thomas’ Elementary Turkish.  One great way to keep your Turkish fresh is to listen to Turkish radio broadcasts online.  Türkiye’nin Sesi Radyosu can be a good choice for learners.  If you don’t already, try reading the online version of one of Turkey’s daily newspapers every few days.  Other good ways to keep your language skills fresh are reading Nasrettin Hoca stories, listening to Turkish music and browsing through the videos on CultureTalk.  İyi şanslar! 
