Five College Mentored Swahili Study Guide 34
Available online at http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/swahili  

New Version: August 2016
MATERIALS FOR THIS STUDY GUIDE
· Hinnebusch
· Mohamed/Mazrui

· Online audio for Kiswahili by Hinnebusch and Mirza 
· CultureTalk Tanzania
· Gazeti la Mwananchi Tanzania
· The Citizen Tanzania
· The Daily Nation Kenya 
TOPIC: Domestic Life and Family Matters: Marriage, Gender(ed) Roles, and Familial Customs
In this lesson, you will learn about social dynamics between family members, gendered domestic roles, familial customs, and matrimonial traditions commonly found in Swahili culture. Of course, each family has its own peculiar dynamics, customs, traditions, and established relationships; however, we will be dealing with these matters broadly and schematically in order to provide a generalized and culturally typified description of Swahili domestic life and family matters. Having a basic knowledge of Swahili (and more broadly, East African) domestic social conventions is a vital aspect of preparing oneself to study abroad and live in East Africa. It is likely that you will encounter differences as well as similarities between Swahili domestic practices and ideologies and the practices and ideologies of your own family. Being aware of these similarities and differences will prepare you for - as a foreigner and a guest - effective and respectful interactions with East African families. Moreover, although the family dynamics and relationships discussed here are common throughout all East African communities (especially the custom of holding elders in high esteem, which manifests linguistically in specific forms/gestures of address for elders), it is important to bear in mind that each community will have its own unique traditions and customs based upon religious, political, economic, and moral contingencies. 
LESSON GOALS:

· Speaking and Social Interaction: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) formally introduce a guest to your family; (2) formally introduce yourself to strangers, friends, and family of various ages and social statuses; (3) use greetings and gestures that are appropriate to a particular social scenario; (4) inhabit proper social conventions, manners, and etiquette at meal times, traditional celebrations, and other socio-familial events which are important - religiously or customarily - to the community; (5) give a prepared 5-6 minute presentation of a wedding or another family tradition or event that you have participated in.
· Listening Comprehension: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) comprehend the basic details of conversations and media presentations (i.e., the Culture Talk videos) about domestic life, family matters, and traditional social-familial celebrations in East Africa; (2) identify familiar vocabulary, and follow the trajectory of a conversation involving this vocabulary; (3) discern the major thematic as well as conceptual content of audio and/or video selections based on context familiar use of language.
· Reading Skills: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) read a short authentic news article about a familiar topic in Swahili; (2) read English Language articles and news sources and be able to find related materials in Swahili media sources; (3) read English Language articles and news sources and be able to explain the major topics/details of the content in Swahili. 
· Writing Skills: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) compose a long dialogue (5-7 sentences) in which a foreign guest is introduced to an East African family and interacts with each of the family members appropriately; (2) compose a multiple paragraph description (about 1-1½ pages) of an English text or news article from an East African news source; (3) write a brief (4-5 sentence) response to or description of an authentic Swahili text or news article from an East African news source (in Swahili).
ASSIGNMENTS FOR INDEPENDENT STUDY:

Grammar Topics for Review:

· The -le Demonstrative: Review [Study Guide 24] Hinnebusch, Lesson 22, Habri za Sarufi, Note 1 (p.156).
· -o and -ote: Review [Study guide 25] Hinnebusch, Lesson 23, Habri za Sarufi, Notes 2-4 (pp.162-3).
Vocabulary and Content for Review:

· Swahili Weddings and Celebrations: Review Hinnebusch, Lesson 23, Zoezi La Kusoma (“Karamu ya Arusi”)(pp.160-2), Msamiati (pp.164-5).
· Introducing the Family: Review Mohamed/Mazrui, Lesson 2, 2A-E (pp.15-20).
CultureTalk References:
*Go to CultureTalk Tanzania. You will find the following selections under the categories titled “Family” (Sections 1-4 below) and “Everyday Life” (Sections 5 and 6 below). For this lesson, videos will be selected from both of these categories. Although it is not necessary for you to watch all of the videos, it will be helpful for you to view at least one from each section so that you have a general understanding of domestic life and family matters in Tanzania. It is important that you are able to discuss basic details of these videos in your conversation session.*
· Section 1: Family Ties
· Section 2: Marriage
· Section 3: Diversity in Marriage
· Section 4: Gender Roles
· Section 5:  Good Manners
· Section 6: Social Interactions
CONVERSATION SESSION PREPARATION
· Be prepared to… Present a short description (5-6 minutes) of a wedding or another family tradition or event that you have participated in. Describe what exactly what happens at this event, who attends, the reason for the event, and how often it occurs. Furthermore, describe its cultural setting; including religious or traditional affiliations that structure the way in which the event is celebrated or performed. Furthermore, if there are certain gendered roles that are specific to the tradition or event, explain what those are and how they function. 
· Be prepared to… Perform a role play in which you are a guest being introduced to an East African family. Make sure you (the guest) are properly introduced and that you interact with and address different members of the family within the appropriate dimensions of respectful Swahili social conventions. Refer to Mohamed/Mazrui, Lesson 2, 2A-E (pp.15-20) for an example dialogue, helpful vocabulary, and further discussion of social conventions.
HOMEWORK FOR TUTORIAL

*All written assignments must be completed in Swahili (unless clearly stated otherwise) and can be either typed or neatly handwritten.*
· HAND IN: The written transcript of the presentation on a traditional event or celebration in your family that you have prepared for your Conversation Session. Refer to Hinnebusch, Lesson 23, Zoezi La Kusoma (“Karamu ya Arusi”), Msamiati (pp.164-5) for example descriptions and helpful vocabulary. 
· HAND IN: A long dialogue (5-7 sentences) in which a foreign guest is introduced to an East African family and interacts with each of the family members appropriately. Refer to Mohamed/Mazrui, Lesson 2, 2B (pp.15-18) for an example dialogue.
· HAND IN: A short explication (4-5 sentences) of an authentic Swahili news article. Visit Gazeti la Mwananchi Tanzania to find a short article. 
· HAND IN: A medium-length discussion (around 1 page) of an English language news article from an East African news source. Visit either The Citizen Tanzania or The Daily Nation Kenya to find an article.
