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MATERIALS FOR THIS STUDY GUIDE
· Hinnebusch
· Mohamed/Mazrui

· Hinnebusch Audio Website
· CultureTalk Tanzania
· Gazeti la Mwananchi Tanzania
· The Citizen Tanzania
· The Daily Nation Kenya 
TOPIC: Politics in Tanzania


In this section we will learn about the political challenges and strengths of Tanzania. Tanzania presents a unique political case in East Africa because of its socialist foundations and the widespread use of Swahili as a national language. The successful construction of national identity (though this becomes more complicated when considering relations between Zanzibar and Tanzania) has allowed Tanzania to confront political challenges as a unitary whole throughout its history. Unlike Kenyans, who tend to identify themselves tribally rather than nationally, most Tanzanians feel connected to one another on the basis of being Tanzanian. Even though inter-tribal conflict has not been a major concern in Tanzania in recent years, there has always been a religious divide between Christians and Muslims, which also happens to split the country geographically, and politically, between the mostly Islamic coast (including the island of Zanzibar) and the mainly Christian mainland. In an attempt to discourage religiously charged political fragmentation, the Tanzanian government requires that a Christian be elected Vice-President if the President is a Muslim and vice-versa. Of course, structuring politics in this way has its own internal trappings; however, it is important to recognize the effort of the Tanzanian government to confront the difficult challenge of religion within their state politics. Moreover, in order to allow Zanzibar some self-governance, it remains a semi-autonomous state within Tanzania with its own political infrastructure which cooperates with the larger political framework of the entire nation. It is not necessary that you understand the details of Tanzanian politics at this point, but rather that you see the way in which Tanzania has successfully or unsuccessfully addressed difficult political challenges that are common throughout East Africa. Moreover, it is interesting to look at the importance of Swahili in establishing a binding national identity.

LESSON GOALS:

· Speaking and Social Interaction: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) perform a role-play between a Tanzanian politician and a Tanzanian citizen wherein they discuss political successes and challenges from each of their perspectives.
· Listening Comprehension: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) comprehend the basic details of conversations and media presentations (i.e., the Culture Talk videos) about Tanzanian politics; (2) identify familiar vocabulary, and follow the trajectory of a conversation involving this vocabulary; (3) discern the major thematic as well as conceptual content of audio and/or video selections based on context familiar use of language; (4) listen to music and watch performances and films and be able to understand what they are saying based on context and familiar grammar/vocabulary. 
· Reading Skills: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) read a short authentic news article about a familiar topic in Swahili; (2) read English Language articles and news sources and be able to find related materials in Swahili media sources; (3) read English Language articles and news sources and be able to explain the major topics/details of the content in Swahili. 
· Writing Skills: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) compose a long dialogue (5-7 sentences) between…; (2) compose a multiple paragraph description (about 1-1½ pages) of an English text or news article from an East African news source; (3) write a brief (4-5 sentence) response to or description of an authentic Swahili text or news article from an East African news source (in Swahili).
ASSIGNMENTS FOR INDEPENDENT STUDY:

CultureTalk References:
*Go to CultureTalk Tanzania. You will find the following selections under the category “Economy and Politics.” Because there is only one section for this lesson, it is important that you carefully watch all of the videos provided in this section in order to have a good grasp on the content for this lesson. It is important that you are able to discuss basic details of these videos in your conversation session.*
· Section 1: Political Strengths and Challenges
CONVERSATION SESSION PREPARATION
· Be prepared to… Perform a long role play between a Tanzanian politician and a Tanzanian citizen wherein they discuss political successes and challenges from each of their perspectives while also trying to come up with possible solutions. 
HOMEWORK FOR TUTORIAL

*All written assignments must be completed in Swahili (unless clearly stated otherwise) and can be either typed or neatly handwritten.*
· HAND IN: A long dialogue (15-20 sentences) between a Tanzanian politician and a Tanzanian citizen wherein they discuss political successes and challenges from each of their perspectives while also trying to come up with possible solutions. 
· HAND IN: A short explication (4-5 sentences) of an authentic Swahili news article. Visit Gazeti la Mwananchi Tanzania to find a short article. 
· HAND IN: A medium-length discussion (around 1 page) of an English language news article from an East African news source. Visit either The Citizen Tanzania or The Daily Nation Kenya to find an article.
