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MATERIALS FOR THIS STUDY GUIDE
· Hinnebusch
· Mohamed/Mazrui

· Hinnebusch Audio Website
· CultureTalk Tanzania
· Gazeti la Mwananchi Tanzania
· The Citizen Tanzania
· The Daily Nation Kenya 
TOPIC: Religious Practices and Cultural Traditions in East Africa: Respectfully Encountering Difference
In this lesson, you will learn about diverse religious practices and cultural traditions such as, holiday celebrations, engagements, and marriages. Although celebrations such as marriage were discussed in the context of family life in the previous lesson, here we will broaden our scope to a focus on the relationship between the larger community and particular forms of religious practice and cultural traditions that have simultaneously shaped and been shaped by the orbital forces of their historical engagement with society. Furthermore, as a matter of language-study, and therefore an inquiry into difference (that is, the specific kind of difference which emerges in scenes of addressing foreigness), we will also briefly, but nonetheless critically, consider our privileged positions as foreign students who are simultaneously encountering religious and cultural difference as scenes of objective pedagogical investigation as well as personal experience. As a matter of respectfully engaging and navigating foreign communities, it is vital that we retain a critical position - in regard to ourselves as well as the foreign community - in order to maintain sensitivity to our personal values and motivations and the way in which these self-modalities predetermine our encounters with foreignness and difference. Moreover, despite the multitude of religious faiths and spiritualities in the East African region, the materials in this lesson will discuss the religious practices and affiliations most common to Swahili communities: Christianity and Islam. Both Christianity and Islam have had a tremendous impact on social, cultural, and historical forms, norms, and patterns in East Africa. (Although this has not been touched on in the text books, the large Indian population in East Africa has established a large - and currently growing - Hindu community in this region.)
LESSON GOALS:

· Speaking and Social Interaction: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) formally and politely greet and discuss matters concerning holidays, religious sites, religious festivities, etc. with an older member of an East African community; (2) give a prepared 5-7 presentation on the importance of a particular religion or religious custom in your nation of origin; (3) inhabit proper social conventions, manners, and etiquette at religious events, ceremonies, rituals, and festivities (insofar as you are able to appreciate and participate in religious happenings in a respectful and critically aware manner)
· Listening Comprehension: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) comprehend the basic details of conversations and media presentations (i.e., the Culture Talk videos) about religious traditions and encountering difference; (2) identify familiar vocabulary, and follow the trajectory of a conversation involving this vocabulary; (3) discern the major thematic as well as conceptual content of audio and/or video selections based on context familiar use of language.
· Reading Skills: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) read a short authentic news article about a familiar topic in Swahili; (2) read English Language articles and news sources and be able to find related materials in Swahili media sources; (3) read English Language articles and news sources and be able to explain the major topics/details of the content in Swahili. 
· Writing Skills: By the end of this lesson you should be able to… (1) compose a long dialogue (5-7 sentences) between a foreign traveler or student and an a religious elder that is either Christian or Muslim (only these two options are provided because we have not learned about the customs of other religions in East Africa); (2) compose a multiple paragraph description (about 1-1½ pages) of an English text or news article from an East African news source; (3) write a brief (4-5 sentence) response to or description of an authentic Swahili text or news article from an East African news source (in Swahili).
ASSIGNMENTS FOR INDEPENDENT STUDY:

Grammar Topics for Review:

· Relative Pronouns and Relative Clauses: Review Hinnebusch Lesson 26, Habri za Sarufi, Note 1 (p.186), Hinnebusch Lesson 27, Habri za Sarufi, Note 1 (pp.192-93), and Mohamed/Mazrui, Lesson 15, 15F: Grammar Topic 1 (pp.233-35).
· The Relative form -enye ‘having, possessing’: Review Hinnebusch Lesson 21, Habri za Sarufi, Note 3 (pp.149-150) and Mohamed/Mazrui, Lesson 12, 12F: Grammar Topic 3 (p.182).
Vocabulary and Content for Review:

· Matrimonial Customs: Review Hinnebusch, Lesson 22, Zoezi La Kusoma (“Desturi za Arusi”) (pp.154-5), Msamiati (pp.157-8).
CultureTalk References:
*Go to CultureTalk Tanzania. You will find the following selections under the categories, “Religious and Cultural Traditions” and “Living Abroad”. Although it is not necessary for you to watch all of the videos, it will be helpful for you to view at least one from each section so that you have a general understanding of religious practices and cultural traditions in East Africa. It is important that you are able to discuss basic details of these videos in your conversation session.*
· Section 1: Holiday Celebrations
· Section 2: Religious and Cultural Diversity
· Section 3: Engagements and Marriages
· Section 4: Cultural Values
· Section 5: Encountering Differences
CONVERSATION SESSION PREPARATION
· Be prepared to… Present a short discussion (5-6 minutes) of the social and cultural importance of a particular religion and/or religious custom(s) (such as marriage, baptisms, circumcision, etc…) in your native country. Make sure to describe the way in which this religion or religious custom effects the entire community and society - that is, explain the way in which this religion has an impact on the society beyond the limits of the religious community itself. Or, you could also discuss the way in which the prevalence of a certain religious community affects the community at large. (For example, in America, Christian marital customs are the legal, and often times cultural, default for matrimony even if the individuals are not necessarily Christians. Or, as another example, Christmas in the United States is celebrated publicly through secularized expressions of its values and customs as well as the proliferation of so called “holiday” festivities around the time of Christmas.) Refer to Hinnebusch, Lesson 22, Zoezi La Kusoma (“Desturi za Arusi”) (pp.154-5), Msamiati (pp.157-8) for examples and vocabulary. 
· Be prepared to… Perform a role play in which you are a foreign traveler/student visiting an East African country at the time of an important and publicly celebrated religious event such as Eid al-Fitr (the Islamic festival at the end of Ramadan), Christmas, Easter, or any other important religious event that is publicly celebrated in East Africa. During this event, you encounter an elder (Mzee) and you polite you ask him about the festivities, ceremonies, or rituals occurring. 
HOMEWORK FOR TUTORIAL

*All written assignments must be completed in Swahili (unless clearly stated otherwise) and can be either typed or neatly handwritten.*
· HAND IN: The written transcript of your presentation (that you have prepared for your Conversation Session) on the social and cultural importance of a particular religion and/or religious custom(s) (such as marriage, baptisms, circumcision, etc…) in your native country. Be sure to explain how it is that the religion or religious custom(s) you are discussing have an impact on the society in which you live. Your presentation should not be more than a page in length, and should take around 5 minutes to present. Refer to Hinnebusch, Lesson 22, Zoezi La Kusoma (“Desturi za Arusi”) (pp.154-5), Msamiati (pp.157-8) for examples and vocabulary. 
· HAND IN: A long dialogue (5-7 sentences) between a foreign traveler or student and an a religious elder that is either Christian or Muslim (only these two options are provided because we have not learned about the customs of other religions in East Africa). This dialogue should take place during a public religious celebration such as Eid al-Fitr (the Islamic festival at the end of Ramadan), Christmas, Easter, or any other important religious event that is publicly celebrated in East Africa. The foreigner should politely greet the elder, and inquire about the festivities, ceremonies, or rituals happening around town. 
· HAND IN: A short explication (4-5 sentences) of an authentic Swahili news article. Visit Gazeti la Mwananchi Tanzania to find a short article. 
· HAND IN: A medium-length discussion (around 1 page) of an English language news article from an East African news source. Visit either The Citizen Tanzania or The Daily Nation Kenya to find an article.
