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"The Assumptions Behind Speaking French"

French transcript:
"Madjiguéne: J'ai remarqué aussi que quelques fois quand je fais des réservations d'hôtels ou quelque chose comme ça, au téléphone, les réceptionnistes, elles ou ils répondent d'abord en français. Ils assument que qui puisse aller à un hôtel, prendre l'avion a définitivement ce statut social et économique pour parler français. 
Fatim: Voilà!
Madjiguéne: Et je trouve ça bizarre, c'est bizarre. 
Fatim: Oui, parce que quoiqu'on dise on ne peut pas dire qu'au Sénégal les plus riches sont les intellectuels.
Madjiguéne: Ah ça non!
Fatim: ouais, parce que les commerçants je me dis que ce sont les plus riches, ce ne sont pas des intellectuels!
Madjiguéne: Oui, les commerçants, les business man.
Fatim: Çe sont les plus riches!
Madjiguéne: Ça c'est vrai!
Fatim: Quand on est vraiment riches ce sont des commerçants et la plupart d'entre eux ne peuvent même pas écrire leur nom.
Madjiguéne: Oui c'est vrai.
Fatim: Voila donc. Je crois que c'est ça. C'est le fait qu'on se dit que certains milieux vont avec un statut social élevé, donc obligatoirement il y a le français.
Madjiguéne: Il y a le français.
Fatim: Voila, donc je pense que c'est ce qui fait qu'on ait tendance à beaucoup négliger les langues nationales. Les Al Pulaar eux ils se battent.
Madjiguéne: Oui ils se battent en tous cas.
Fatim: Eux ils se battent. Ils font tout pour conserver leur langue nationale. Bon leur langue maternelle."


English translation:
"Madjiguéne:I have noticed that sometimes, when I make hotel reservations or something of that sort over the phone, the receptionists answer in French first. They assume that whoever can go to a hotel and take a plane definitely has the economic and social status it takes to speak French. 
Fatim: There you go! 
Madjiguéne: I find it strange. It is strange. 
Fatim: Yes, because no matter what they say, one cannot say that the wealthiest are intellectuals. 
Madjiguéne: Of course not! 
Fatim: Yes, the merchants are the wealthiest, and the majority of them are not intellectuals. 
Madjiguéne: Yes, merchants and businessmen. 
Fatim: They are the wealthiest. 
Madjiguéne: That's the truth! 
Fatim: When you are really wealthy, you are a merchant, and most of them cannot even write their names. 
Madjiguéne: That is true. 
Fatim: So I think that is how it is. We tend to associate some environments with a high social status; therefore, speaking French becomes mandatory. 
Madjiguéne: It does. 
Fatim: I think that is also the reason that we tend to neglect our national languages. The Al Pulaar speakers, however, are fighting hard to keep theirs. 
Madjiguéne: Yes! 
Fatim: They are fighting and doing everything they can to keep their national language, sorry, their maternal language."



About Language by Country: The Language by Country videos and other materials were produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages between 1999 - 2003 with funding from the National Security Education Program (NSEP) and the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) of the U.S. Department of Education. The videos were filmed by Five College international students in their home countries. The goal was to provide examples of authentic language spoken in its natural cultural environment so that students of all ages can better understand the interplay between a language and its culture. We have tried to remain true to the language our subjects actually uttered. Therefore, we have not corrected grammatical errors and the videos sometimes show highly colloquial language, local slang, and regionally specific speech patterns. At times, we have noted the preferred or more standard forms in parentheses. Most of the transcripts and translations were prepared by the same students who filmed the video, although in some cases the transcripts have also been edited by a language expert.
[bookmark: _GoBack]© 2003 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated
