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Your Father’s Totem
English translation: 
A: When you get married, the family you are entering has their own relations, that is, grandmothers, uncles, aunts, and so on, but as of you, you are like coming into a family.
B: Oh, so I am related to my father’s side and not to my mother’s side?
C: Yes. Your mum will never be your relative.

A: This is what they say in Shona because when people say you are related; people take it from the totem issue. Children inherit their father’s totem but the mother will be having the totem from her own family. This is the reason why she is considered as a stranger, because she will be having her own totem which is different from her children and husband’s totem.   
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