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English translation: 

 

L: Are there other problems besides education and qat1? Like for example small problems that 
no one sees or knows about? 
F: The suppression, we have a lot of secrecy and close-mindedness. I mean a guy and a girl… 
L: What do you mean? 
F:  This is one of the biggest problems, I mean they have to show, I mean I agree we have 
religion and traditions but we are improving and the world is improving and this is the age of 
speed. It doesn’t work that everything you say is, “ No, this can’t work because this is a girl or 

                                                 
1 Qat: the leaves of a tree that is considered a drug in many places; Yemeni people chew it to pass their free time. 
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this is a boy.” We should treat people respectfully, after all. So one of the serious problems that 
face the people of Yemen is suppression.  
L: What do you mean by suppression and close-mindedness? 
F: The… they segregate everything; maybe the only place where girls and guys get together is 
the… 
L: You mean they segregate girls and guys? 
F: This is wrong, but I tell you the only place where they get together is college. So many 
troubles and bad things happen there. 
L: What is this suppression you are talking about? 
F: This is that the boy and the girl are segregated at the very beginning of the lives, from the first 
grade till high school. So the only place where they get together is college. So the girl goes to 
college and she is thinking of doing so many [inappropriate] things and failing and I don’t know 
what. This causes a lot of problems and the destruction of households and things like this.  
L: How do you think they can solve this problem for the youth? 
F: By putting them [girls and boys] together from the beginning of the academic year and tell 
them that they should treat each other like brother and sister. I mean it doesn’t work that… It’s 
okay to wear hijab2 and grow up [for girls], but they have treat them the same way they treat 
[boys]: I mean they should all be together.  
L: You mean there is no equality between girls and boys? 
F: Of course, there is no equality and separation. The boy has more rights than the girl; girls 
don’t posses their [full] rights here. 
L: Like what for example? 
F: Job opportunities, first of all, are more for men than for women. Ah, completing higher 
education, a woman has nothing to do with it. She says [I should take care of] my husband, and I 
don’t know what. He has the right to complete his studies but the woman doesn’t.  
L: What do you mean she doesn’t have the right? Is it because the girl doesn’t want to 
complete…  
F: Because she is a woman, I mean it’s more than enough to finish college. It’s so rare to find 
women who complete their studies.  I mean her parents too are too scared of sending her abroad, 
anywhere outside. 
L: So for this reason her parents don’t let her finish college? 
F: Yes, they think: “This is a man, nothing can hurt him.” But if she does something she might 
make them ashamed. 
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2 Hijab: the Islamic headscarf that Muslim women wear. 
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