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English translation: 
 
L: Yemeni women in general, when do they go [to the souk]? Once a week or once a month or 
the financial situation doesn’t allow? And if they go where do they go and what do they do and 
buy? 
M: When women go to the souk they go to buy something. 
L: Yes. 
M: When a woman needs things for the house, like vegetables and spices, she has to go and buy 
them.  She sometimes buys things for a month and other times for a week; [this is] in the 
ordinary days when there are no special occasions, she buys things for a week or ten days. 
However, in special times, like Ramadan, she might buy things for the month. She might have an 
event in the house, so she buys things that are enough for the event, whether it is for two days or 
three days or even a day. Women don’t go out of the house—especially those who don’t go out 
everyday—who don’t have anything to do outside the house. I mean she will go out of the house 
once a week or three times a month to buy those things.  
L: She doesn’t buy dire’s1 or fottahs2 or shalhas3 or scarves… 
M: No, she will buy those at the end of the month for example, [that’s] if she doesn’t buy from 
salespeople, those who sell things using installments and come to houses. If the woman is not a 
worker and is staying in the house all the time she might go once a month to buy underwear or a 

                                                 
1 Dire’: a one-piece dress that women wear in the south of Yemen. 
2 Fottah: A thin skirt that is used as underwear worn underneath dire’s to cover the lower part of the body. 
3 Shalhas: a sleeveless light dress that’s used as an underwear worn underneath the light transparent dire’s to cover 
the body. 
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dire’ if she has a special event; she wouldn’t go out everyday.  Her husband would give her some 
money from his salary or she might have some retirement pension.  
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