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English translation:  
 
L: Can you talk to us a little bit about weather in Yemen in general, Mahmood?      
M: The weather in Aden, it’s hot in the summer and in the winter it’s kind of nice, very nice. In 
the summer in Aden, the heat is very high and unbearable, so people stay in their homes and 
keep their air conditioners on most of the time. [The weather] is better when they go to school or 
work in the morning and go out of their houses, because in their houses it’s too hot to stay unless 
you turn on the AC.  
L: But it’s okay, why don’t they keep the AC on all the time? 
M: If they keep the AC on the electricity bill will be very high, it could reach ten thousand or 
fifteen thousand [rials]. Then it also depends on the type of AC and the person’s salary. 
Sometimes [the salary] can cover the bill and sometimes it can’t; for this reason they use the AC 
for a short period of time during the day. The temperature could sometimes reach 45oC in Aden. 
And of course in Sana’a there is hail, or what they call saqee’. What else… (remembers), of 
course they hide because the hail is too hard and could hurt anyone walking in the street; the 
temperature could go below zero. However, in the summer in Sana’a it rarely gets below zero. In 
Sana’a in the summer the weather is really nice and cool, just like Aden. As in Aden, in the 
winter the weather becomes cool and nice and very good for promenades with family or by 
oneself anywhere and anytime. The sun [heat] is not as strong [burning] as in the summer time, 
when no one can… go out in the morning because the sunlight is too strong. At noon it’s even 
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stronger and no one can go out unless one is beneath the shade of a tree. But still it feels hot 
because of the humidity. Because we are by the sea, the humidity is quite high, and if anyone has 
a metal table or anything made of metal in Aden, it will quickly get rusty. While [in] other places 
in Aden like al-Mua’ala and Al-Sheikh [there’s no] humidity. We live in Khourmakser and it’s 
by the sea, so anything we have that’s made of metal gets rusty. Humidity in places like 
Khourmakser is known to… I mean the houses [there] are filled with [air so] humid that paint 
starts to peel off of walls and one has to renovate his/her house every six months regardless of 
the [economic] situation of the family.  
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