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Yemeni Arabic translation: 
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English translation: 
 
L: Well, what about henna?  
G: This henna is for the groom. He celebrated with his friends and they have henna and they hire 
a band. Some hire a local singing and dancing band, and there are others who have it on the 
street when there are many people [to watch]. I have never seen one. Then, I think they all wash 
with henna, or they wash the groom with henna or something like that. This is like Ghasl1 for 
women, the henna is for men. This ceremony is done about two days before the wedding day. 
L: There is something called al-Sabi’, after the wedding, after seven days? 
G: Yes, this is true….there is a Sabi’ too. I think this is one of the groom’s family’s jobs: they 
invite the bride’s family seven days after the wedding day, and they have it in a wedding hall if 
they can afford it. However, this time the bride [sits on the stage] by herself, the groom doesn’t 
come in. As far as I know, if the groom comes in he has to offer a gift to his wife. I mean 
something like a golden bracelet, or golden ring or a golden necklace, or else he doesn’t come in. 
There are some people who no longer have it because of the changes in the situation. 
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1 Ghasl: another ceremony to prepare the bride before the wedding day.  
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