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Yemeni Arabic transcript: 
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English transcript:  
 
L: Now that those outfits have emerged, are they accepted by society or the past generation? Or 
does it find this [change] bizarre? I mean like your mother or your grandmother when they see 
you wearing a t-shirt… 
Y: No way. Of course it’s not acceptable by my mother. I get some criticism from my mother. 
L: She asks you to wear fottah1? 
Y: No, not the fottah. But she might tell me: “Cut your hair, I don’t like it,” because it’s long. “I 
don’t like your hair; you want to imitate rebellious guys.” It’s not about rebelliousness, it’s that I 
like my appearance this way, I didn’t make any mistake. I like to live my life feely, I don’t like 
to live a life with complication, because… I don’t think that the hair will make any difference. I 
mean, look, I don’t like that people judge based on the appearance, the looks. There must be 
other things behind the appearance that are more important. So indeed we do receive criticism 
from the previous generation, [for example,] “This girl had too much make up on,” or “The pants 
of that girl are tight,” or “the opening of this dress is too big.”  
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1 Fottah: a skirt-like outfit that men wear in Yemen. 
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