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Times and Occasions for Preparing Tea 

 
 
Hassaniya Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 
 
S: When do you drink tea? 
Woman: We drink it in the morning. It really depends on the person. There are people 
who like it and they would make it whenever someone comes to visit them. But if there 
are no guests, for example, if it is just my family and I, if it is just my family and I, we 
would drink it in the morning and in the afternoon. This is our schedule. But if you get a 
guest who hasn’t had it and was traveling, you are obliged to make tea for him/her. And it 
is not polite to let him/her drink tea alone. You have to make tea for the guest any time. 
And there are days when you would make it three, four or even five times because you 
get guests. It can be anyone: a sister, a brother, or someone traveling from far away or 
just any guest. Even if you just finished the tea, you would still have to make it all over 
again. And you could make tea after tea all day long. During the naming ceremony or any 
celebrations, people would be making tea all day long until nightfall – until people are 
about to go to sleep.  
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