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English translation: 
 
Man: In the beginning, during our primary schooling, we had Saharawi primary schools, 
which only had… aaa… Saharawi students, but the teachers and staff are Cubans. And… 
aaa… we had activities, I mean, good educational activities. Aaa… And we learned from 
them a lot. I mean, from the Cuban side, they took good care of us: the Saharawis. And 
there were many people from other countries with us… aaa… there were people from 
different countries from around the world who study in Cuba – I mean, it wasn’t just us 
alone studying in Cuba. And… aaa… our programs… aaa… The Cubans have the 
“estudio trabajo,” which means work study and… aaa… in this case during weekdays… 
aaa… the students spend part of their day studying and part working – I mean, doing a 
job. We had… aaa… different types of jobs and the aim of these jobs… aaa... was to give 
the student the full experience of learning. I mean, they are not just learning in the 
classroom, but also at work, and in this way he… aaa… becomes a stronger student. 
Aaa… the Saharawi students there… aaa… study all types of specializations. I mean, as 
students we consider what our country needs for the present and the future. And… aaa… 
we had… aaa… the full freedom to choose… aaa… to choose whichever specialization 
we want… aaa… despite the fact that it was limited in terms of… aaa… the quality and 
the outcome. Aaa… and… aaa… we were… aaa… we were given many advantages. For 
example, not only do we have free education… aaa… but we also have free health care… 
aaa… all health care – I mean, from the smallest thing to the most complicated surgery; 
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we had all of this… aaa… for free. And… aaa… we were… aaa… we had the full 
freedom to travel in the country… aaa… although our financial situation may not be… 
aaa… that easy in some years… aaa… and that is due to… aaa… the falling of the Soviet 
Union and… aaa… Cuba faced a big economic crisis, on the one hand due to the fall of 
the Soviet Union… aaa... and from the other hand due to… aaa… the blockade… aaa… 
by the United States of America. In general, these were hard times for the whole 
country… aaa… and of course it had an impact on the Saharawi students. After that… 
aaa… things started to get better. Aaa… The financial situation for the Saharawi students 
got better due to… aaa… due to… aaa… the efforts from both the Saharawis and the 
Cubans, and the Saharawi people’s friends.  
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