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Desire to Return Home 

 
Hassaniya Arabic transcript: 
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� ذوك ا)- +- آC'3 6*0^ ص,8 '6:ت *1"4 و�s6\ ا:3'6:ت أهgE5 !%ة !%ة و: +- ا)0Eاe3 و *1"4 ا:3V0(ا -+
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English translation: 
 
Man: Something that the Saharawis are known for, which distinguishes them from other 
foreign students in Cuba – and there are many foreign students in Cuba, including 
students from Caribbean and Asian countries… aaa… African countries… aaa… and 
lately there are… aaa... American students from certain states which may be… aaa… less 
advantaged regions, but there are American students and there are Latino students… 
aaa… And I mean, there are Arab students and… aaa… amongst them, we had something 
that distinguished us, which is the fact that we don’t want to stay – I mean, in Cuba. 
This… aaa… perhaps, I mean… aaa… we have always wanted to go back to our 
families; each and everyone of us is eager to go back to his family. But, at times because 
the financial situation doesn’t permit going back home whenever one wants to or for 
breaks… aaa… I mean, and…aaa… you would spend the whole time always wanting to 
go back home despite the fact that you have the opportunity to stay in Cuba like the many 
foreigners who stay in Cuba. I know Yemeni people who stay there – I mean, and who 
have the Cuban permanent residence. Aaa… We know Syrians, and we know… aaa… I 
mean, many foreign students and especially the Arabs who we are speaking about in this 
case, they stay there because there are opportunities. There are certain procedures that the 
person has to follow and at the end, if he is authorized to get the Cuban permanent 
residence, he would get it. We, the Saharawis… aaa… I, personally, don’t know anyone 
who decided to take this option [of staying in Cuba]. And… aaa… I think that we may 
have… aaa… may have… aaa… an aspiration to return to put in practice what we… 
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aaa… what we learned. I mean, in this case the aspirations and dreams… aaa… that… 
aaa… – because you will be closing that page of your life and history, which you spent in 
Cuba and you would open a new one in [Western] Sahara, which is always characterized 
with… aaa... characterized by practicing what you were learning. And you are always 
looking forward to the final day that you present your thesis and graduate and receive 
your diploma, and you would come to your family who would be very proud of you. I 
mean, in this case we… aaa… always aspire to returning… Always. Even the people who 
go to Spain always come back. The only difference between the people who go to Spain 
and those who go to Cuba… Those in Spain have, I mean, a better or easier opportunity 
to… aaa… to always keep in touch with their families either by… aaa… I mean, by 
physically being with their family or via… aaa… phone and… aaa… and other means of 
communication. Meanwhile, those who are in Cuba – it is much more difficult for them. I 
mean, when you stay in Cuba, it gets more difficult for you unlike those who are in Spain 
or other places.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World 
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture 
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use every day. The participants in 
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to 
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. 
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College 
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: 
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst.  
 
© 2006-2010 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated 
 


