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S: Speaking of… aaa… humanitarian aid, we know that the Saharawis here are in the 
refugee camps and they get everything from humanitarian aid organizations, I mean like 
UNHCR1 and… aaa… the International Red Cross and Red Crescent. Can you tell us a 
bit about the [humanitarian] aid: What is it and… aaa… how does it get here? 
MAN: Pretty much… 
S: How does it reach the people? If you have any idea on how it reaches the camps and 
what is it? I mean, what do they distribute? 
MAN: Pretty much, pretty much this aid, this aid is like that of any other refugees in the 
world. It pretty much comes via Algeria because, as I said before, we are refugees in 
Algeria, in the Hamada2 of Tindouf, as is known. As is known, we are refugees in the 
Hamada of Tindouf. I mean, as you can notice… pretty much… the situation here is very 
harsh. The people live in a Hamada, which is pretty much one of… aaa… the worst 
hamadas in the whole of Algeria. I mean, pretty much the people live in housing that is 
mainly tents and mud-brick houses, and they lack basic infrastructure. I mean, as I said 
earlier it is a country… But this country is still unable… aaa… to give its citizens the 
basic necessities for a comfortable and noble life. I mean, pretty much all its resources… 
aaa… the resources of the Saharawis are under the control of Morocco. And so, the 
Saharawi citizen is dependent on foreign aid for survival. You asked: What is the nature 
of the aid? Pretty much all of the basic necessities that help the person to survive – it is 
all aid. The desalination of water is from… aaa… from organizations… aaa… extracting 
underground water… aaa… and different foods like flour and rice… I mean, all of these 
things are aid… 
S: And the aid that gets here… is it enough or not enough? 
MAN: You can pretty much say that this aid is not sufficient – I mean, not enough for the 
people. This aid is not enough, and so some organizations, I mean…aaa…have listened to 
the Moroccan propaganda that this people… aaa… are not refugees and so on, and that 
they are captives by the POLISARIO Front3. I mean… and so these organizations started 
to cut down or even stopped their aid to the people. ...aaa… You can notice that… aaa… 
some people eat the same food for dinner as the food they had for lunch. I mean, this is 
an indication of the decrease in the aid the Saharawis receive…  
S: This means that there has been a noticeable decrease in the humanitarian aid… 
MAN: Pretty much… 
S: …in the past years? 
MAN: We have been here in the Hamada for pretty much 35 years and we used to be 
fewer in number, and as we say, “one bread was enough.”  But there has been an increase 
in population. I mean, ma sha’ Allah4, the number of people increased and so the need for 

                                                 
1 UNHCR: United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
2 Hamada is the desert terrain in southern Algeria where the Saharawi refugee camps are located. It is 
basically a barren land, covered not with sand but with small rocks and hard plateaus.  
3 POLISARIO Front: The Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia Al-Hamra and Rio de Oro is the 
liberation movement in Western Sahara and it is the legitimate political representative for the Saharawi 
people (in exile and under occupation). 
4 Ma sha’ Allah: Praise God (literally: “What Allah willed”): An Arabic expression generally used when 
mentioning a personal attribute or event which is considered a blessing, such as a person’s beauty or the 
birth of a baby. The traditional sense is to protect what is being complimented from the “evil eye” by 
attributing the source of the blessing to God.   



aid increased as well. On the contrary, the aid has decreased – it decreased in the quantity 
and quality. ...The aid to the Saharawis has decreased. I mean, we noticed this the past 
few years when the Moroccan propaganda started to spread deliberate lies to the 
organizations.  
S: As I asked you earlier, can you tell me… I mean can you give me examples of the type 
of food you get? What is it: dried or… aaa… canned or? 
MAN: There are dried foods like flour and rice, and that sort of thing. And there are 
canned foods like tuna and others… These foods are found – I mean, the Saharawis get 
them. 
S: How much do they give you? 
MAN: I mean, pretty much. For example… aaa… we can say one can of… aaa… of tuna 
per person… or sometimes since it has now decreased, it became one can per two people. 
I mean, this is a decline. 
S: This is a huge decline… 
MAN: This indicates… aaa… this is an indication of the decrease [in aid].  
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