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Hassaniya Arabic transcript: 
 

�:س��؟  آ-ن 8/9 ب6ا$5 "*4&3 ا"، و آ/.-ش ا+%&!*( ا)&' ا"&%� $# ا"! ا%&  
   ا"&%� ا><!-=/� و> ا"64ب/�؟:ر��
   ا"&%� ا><!-=/� ?!4-:س
�E= 'D4# آD- ه(=- آ-=( �C4(=- )-دة 9' 9' ه:ر�� FFF � ا"5IDJ ،ا ا"5IDJ ا"' آ6H= #E= -Dاو بG8 ا"&%� ا><!-=/

)*KJ"9' ا � ا"6ابS و ،ى ا"P"-Qا"6EOاوي ا"' آ-=- =6H= #Eاو ب8 ه(=- آ-ن �3M ا"&%� ا><!-=/� آJ-دة 9' ا" را<
 �.Oب �� =E# آH&*= -D-و دروس 9' ا><!-=/� و )D =- بU4 بU4 ا"E&COJ-ت و ا"H-) ة ا><!-=/�ا"W$-X $# ا>ب* ا

'D4�،�/!&Y<ا  D( ��D4' ض4/.� "]# آ-=Z آ-=Z ا"H-) ة ا><!-=/ �� ا=^# )D.  ب ر[/=-KE"-ب -DHC= FFF8 � <-ه3 ا_!-"
-D*/=-Kاو ح -DHC=،*aI"  -DH+ '9 �� $H-ر=� ا$S اي دو"� ث-=/� $# ا"' آ-=( � ر<( ا$4-=- 9' آ(ب- اD- <-هZJ ا_!-"/=-!><

�a/ و ا"&%� ا><!-=/� )&' ا>_f ه،و خO(ص- "64ب g=-]<ا #Kاح 'D4� -Dآ Gh '9 -9' آ(ب -I3 ب&[� ا><!-=/� ا"' 
� و =E# آD- 9' ز$# )&' ا>_f 9' ح-"*' ا=- و/D/+j"ا -[� آD- 9' ز$# �D4' آ-ن ، ح-"� ا"f/a ا"' ا$k- ا4$-�-ا6$

�-<6 $# ا>ه*J-م -= D( ��D4' هG،و آ-=Z ب-" را< h_)+  4ب -$ �� و ا>= $-ج o '9 إ?jق ا"D-ر/ ا"*%/6ات ا"C-ر
�r/J=- $- آ-ن ا>[/-ل ا"*-"/� =E# $- آh -D ا"' ا"*D$ '=-4( هG، ا>[/-ل ا"*-"/�hو _&� ا>ه*J-م 9' هGا"*a-رة و   Z=-و آ

 �� ا> 9' +*4&3 ا><!-=/[JID$ س-D"و +*](نا. ..fs->)"ا f[ا ب)Jو ا"](ب/# <-ه، ��� و ا"J-د�6k!"ا fs->)"و  ا
� و آf ش' /])")D[*"ب-ش آ-=- ا=�� اول ا$D/# ا+a' آ-ن )D ك . *J&4( ا"&%� ا><!-=/�� ا"! اDK"ا 'J&4*+ ب-ش �D> �ا"&%

 #/D$و ا vH9!><ا )J&4*= -= ح ��D4' ا=(اص&( ا"!5$-=6-=/، 5IDJ"6او  = خ&( اH= ا" را<' ا"](ب' و =! اوnormal 
�D4' )-دي.  

 
 
English translation: 
 
S: And how did you initially overcome the language difference? When you first arrived, 
were there language learning programs?  
Man: Spanish language or Arabic? 
S: Spanish, of course. 
Man: The Spanish language… aaa… I mean, when we were here [in the refugee camps], 
they usually used to give us… aaa… in this [educational] system we used to follow – the 
Saharawi system that we used to follow here included Spanish as a course at school. I 
believe that… aaa… we used to have it in the third, fourth and fifth grades of primary 
school… aaa… We used to get Spanish classes and… aaa… so we had some vocabulary 
and basic Spanish grammar… aaa… in a way, I mean… aaa… I mean, to a slight degree 
but it was… aaa… but the majority of the students had the basics of Spanish… aaa… and 
our pronunciation in Hassaniya also greatly contributed… aaa… Or, our dialect 
Hassaniya greatly contributed to… aaa… to learning Spanish compared to people from 
other countries who studied with us in Cuba… aaa… and especially the Arabs… aaa… I 
mean, we are the best foreigners in speaking Spanish or at least the Spanish spoken in 
Cuba. And… aaa… we were in a time… at least in my case and in the case of people who 
were with me, we were in a time… aaa… when we had great interest in education… 
aaa… and we had… I mean, we didn’t have these changes that have happened after the 
ceasefire, and market integration… aaa… and the lack of interest for education amongst 
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the later generations... aaa… We did not have that problem; all the people wanted to learn 
Spanish and get an education.  
And the Cubans contributed with all the means – the man-power and the economic means 
and technologically – everything – so that we can learn Spanish. Aaa… And so, when 
you first arrive, you have the first year just to learn Spanish. After you learn Spanish… 
aaa… I mean – and then you can continue with the programs. We enter the Cuban 
educational system and we start school normally, I mean – in the normal way. 
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