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Hassaniya Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 
 
S: Alright, you said that you make some traditional crafts… 
Woman 1: Yes, that is right, I do traditional crafts… I told you that… 
S: Give me an example and tell me how it is done. 
Woman 1: As I told you, I didn’t know how to make them… Look, I didn’t know how to 
make them but my mother taught me how to do them because she experienced these 
things before I did. Look, she taught me how to make drums and other crafts and she 
taught me how to make those sorts of things; she taught me how to make all of that. And 
she taught me a lot of these things that we make… traditional things.  
S: Alright, could you please explain to me how they are made? For instance… 
Woman 1: It starts with the skin [animal skin], she used to treat it with tannin, and she 
was the one who showed me how to tan it. And so, when I tan it, the skin becomes leather 
which can be used to make these crafts… From it, you can make drums, you can make 
mulasakat

1, and you can make key-chains, and you can make asrama2, and a lot of 
things… 
S: So, how do you tan the skin? 

                                                 
1 Mulasakat are small decorations made of leather that come in all shapes and colors. Nowadays, they are 
mostly made for tourists.  
2 Asrama are traditional Saharawi pillowcases made of leather; they are usually made of camel leather.  
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Woman 2: I would take the skin from the animal that has been slaughtered, and I take the 
skin and bury it. I treat it with soap and I bury it in the sand for two or three days. And 
then, take out the hair, and after I take out the hair, I treat it with tannin. It sits for a day 
or two in the tannin and then I take it out and let it dry. And then I start to work with it; I 
spread it out like this sheet and then I would cut a piece to work with to make things like 
asrama, like the drum, like mulasakat, and like tobacco-cases, like all these things we 
traditionally make… That is right… And there are hair-extensions that we make, it is 
called bernu, they are also traditional…We also make them… We used to make them but 
now the government takes them and they are the ones responsible for it. Whatever they 
would like to sell, they would sell and whatever they would like to use for exhibits, they 
would use them for exhibits for tourists. This is it… This is my work that my mother 
helped me to achieve… That is right. 
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