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English Transcript: 

 

SE: Can you talk a bit about tourism? We know that Tunisia is a tourist country. 
SO: That is right, Tunisia is a tourist country. Each region in Tunisia has attractions and 
beauty. For instance, Tunis, the capital, dates back to old Tunisian civilization and the 
antique Tunis City. So, if a tourist goes to Tunisia, the first thing s/he notices is that 
Muslims, Christians and Jews live together. There is a minority of Christians and Jews. 
For instance, there is a church in the heart of the capital which was obviously left from 
the French colonizers.  
The first thing the tourist does is head to the church to see the interconnection of the 
different religions. After that, the tourist goes to look at the markets: the Old Souk, which 
is something I noticed to be common in the Arab countries. I have seen an Old Souk in 
Dubai and even in Turkey, and all of them are the same idea. The Old Souk is a relatively 
narrow souk full of small shops and each shop has traditional crafts like carpet-making, 
carving on plates, and whatever is traditional. It also can be selling henna and traditional 
things that we use like pottery, which is a very common industry. There is a region in 
Tunisia, Nabel region, which is known for its pottery.  
The other touristic regions that the tourist would go to after seeing downtown Tunis, the 
Old Town and the old buildings that show the Tunisian spirit—the tourist heads to… We 
have a long coastal line that goes along the Mediterranean Sea, which makes the weather 
moderate. The tourist can go to the beach if s/he likes the beach and water sports, or s/he 
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goes to the south. It is true that the south is dry in the summer but it has magical beauty. I 
have personally been on a trip to the south which wasn’t during the summer; it was 
during the spring and, when you see the desert, it looks like another world. One sees a sea 
of sand, not a sea of water.  
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