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English Transcript: 

 
SE: Are there historical sites? 
SO: Yes, there are historical sites. For instance, the Berbers left many historical sites in 
the south like houses built in the mountains and, when you see it, you wonder how people 
could have lived in houses like that. They are houses carved into the mountain. There are 
also oases that attract you with their beauty; when you see it, you feel as if you are in 
paradise.  
The other place that tourists can visit is Djarba Island, which we [Tunisians] call the 
Island of dreams, which is located in southern Tunisia. It is well-known for its natural 
beauty and it has many touristic places. The most important of these places are Galela 
and Meidoun, which is famous for its traditional crafts, especially silver, like rings and 
necklaces. When you talk about Meidoun or Galela, you talk of the silver industry, which 
is made in the traditional way. Obviously, they are also trying to mix the traditional with 
the modern. In Djarba, the Muslims and Jews also live together. And the Jews have a 
tomb of a holy man, which they visit. The same way we do pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia, 
they have a religious site in Djarba that they go to annually for pilgrimage. That is why 
one can find large number of Jews living with Muslims there. It also has Dar Shriet, 
which is a house that belonged to a family that clearly was a rich one – from the elite 
class. So the owner decided to convert it into a museum that would show the traditional 
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Tunisian spirit and how the ancestors used to live. For instance, when you enter the living 
room, you find the traditional Tunisian furniture and mannequins. For example, you 
would find the woman wearing traditional Tunisian dress and sitting in a traditional 
setting and sewing. If you enter the kitchen, you find a traditional kitchen – not an oven 
or a gas stove. It was modeled in a traditional way – before technology and all of these 
things.  
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