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Symbolic Dowry in Tunisia 

 
 
Tunisian Arabic transcript: 
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English Transcript: 

 
The providing of a dowry used to be practiced before but now, not anymore. The groom 
no longer gives money to the family of the bride as part of the dowry. On the day that 
they sign the marriage contract, he may give her a note of 30 Dinars; it is just something 
symbolic, not a big amount of money. As I told you, the giving of a dowry is no longer 
practiced; even the note of 30 Dinars is just for the bride to keep as a souvenir and to 
remember: “This is the dowry that my husband gave me when signing the marriage 
contract.” If the groom is signing the marriage contract in the mosque with the bride’s 
father, he has to give this symbolic dowry to her father. And if the contract is signed at 
home, he has to give it directly to her. If he wants to give her a gift before the wedding, 
he can give it from him to her and not give money to her family. 
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