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Now, we shall talk about social life in Tunisia. The time that a young man or woman 
thinks of getting married in Tunisia is usually 28 years old for men, which is late timing 
in comparison to the age in other countries. The age at which a young Tunisian man 
decides to get married, a person of his age in Egypt or Syria has already married and has 
children. For young women, at times you find them 25 to 28 years old and they are still 
not married. If they decided to get married, we don’t have the idea that if the girl gets 
married, she has to live with her in-laws. This idea is completely outside of the thinking 
of any Tunisian man or woman. If they can get married and have a house, they can do 
that and if they are not able, they postpone the idea. As you know, living with in-laws can 
generate a lot of problems. Earlier, it was possible; you would find an old house with 
rooms for each of the boys who got married and lived with his mother and father. Of 
course, this is no longer true; they [the married couple] live in a small house by 
themselves and live with whatever they can afford.  
Living standards in Tunisia have gotten higher for this: you find families don’t give birth 
to too many children; they think about it a lot before they have the first, second and third 
child. In a family, you find a maximum of three children; if you find four, it is an 
exceptional case – usually only three and it doesn’t matter if they are girls or boys, but 
they never exceed three children.  
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