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SO: As I told you, the girl can only be understood by a girl – and especially if she [the 
girl] is her sister who is close to her in age or her childhood friend who grew up with her. 
But this does not mean that the relationship between the girl and the boy is… Ideally, it is 
no longer the same as it used to be in the past. Then, the boy was shy about talking to a 
girl and the girl was shy about telling her secrets to a boy. But today there is friendship 
between girls and boys in Tunisia. Also, as I told you, there is an intellectual 
development and openness to Western societies, especially the European society. In 
Tunisia, it is not a problem for a girl to have male and female friends.  
SE: For instance, if you bring a male friend to the house… 
SO: This is what I want to say: socially, it does not create any problem. But, of course, if 
you go to a conservative and religious Tunisian family, you won’t find the same 
ideology. But what I told you is true for the majority of Tunisian society. Boys and girls 
go to the same university; you don’t find a university for boys or a university of girls. 
They eat at the same table, they discuss the same issues, and they go to the same library. 
It is open.   
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