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Tunisian Arabic transcript: 
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English Transcript: 

 
During that time, commerce developed, as well as agriculture. The Carthaginians used to 
travel, especially since Carthage has a strategic location: It was by the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea and open to Europe and all parts of the world. They – the 
Carthaginian traders – even got to Asia. They buy from this one, they sell to this one and 
they are always the ones to win in the end.  
The period that Elissa controlled Carthage City is not mentioned much in history. It 
[history] talked a lot about ship building and the way they [the Carthaginians] used to 
build ships, since they were skillful traders—they were, I mean, skillful at building ships. 
Even today, they are studying how they used to row since there was no steam engine. So, 
today they are studying how these sailors managed to build ships that they used to travel 
from the Mediterranean Sea to Asia, Europe, India…aa…mmm… As I told you, there 
were also cultural things. During the rule of Elissa—and what she exactly did is not 
talked a lot about in history. The thing that history focuses on is the end of Elissa because 
it was a little bit of a sad ending. So …aaa… we said—Elissa founded her small town and 
she ruled over them with justice and they liked her – her people liked her… umm… A 
neighboring city to Carthage was ruled by a king, and this king heard of Elissa. He heard 
of the economic advancement of her time and he heard of the things that Elissa did, and 
so he wanted to marry her – he wanted to marry her. Elissa heard of this and she rejected 
it because she was faithful to her husband who was killed by her brother Pygmalion, and 
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so she refused to marry him. Her reaction was not limited to her rejection; she decided to 
commit suicide as a way of showing her faithfulness to her husband. And so she lit a big 
fire and she threw herself in it. The surface reason could be as a way of showing her 
faithfulness to her husband, but we don’t know, there may have been other reasons for 
her to do something like this. But the surface reason – and what is commonly and 
historically said – is that she decided to not marry any other man after her husband and, 
as a way of showing her faithfulness to her husband, she decided to commit suicide.  
This is how Ellissa was the woman who started a period aaa… an economically advanced 
historical period for a small city called Carthage.  
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