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Tunisian Arabic transcript:  
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English Translation: 

 
Eid el Adha1 is a religious occasion. I mean, in Tunisia most of the families buy a ram for 
Eid. There are even those who borrow money in order to buy an offering for his or her 
family. Even though it’s not logical—but every father or mother wants to make his/her 
kids happy. All the family members gather in one home. Some people want to have a big 
gathering during this day; not only the nuclear family (father, mother and kids only) but 
all the extended family. But most of the people (small families) want to have their own 
offering, in their own home – a barbecue after the sacrifice and after giving a part of it as 
charity.  
The osben2 is… First of all, cleaning the stomach of the animal. All girls have to learn 
how to clean this part of the animal in order to be a good wife in the future. After 
cleaning the stomach, women start preparing things for the osben. Couscous with osben 
is the main dish on the day of Eid. The appetizer is kleya, which is tomato sauce with 
small pieces of the animal’s organs like liver, kidneys, lungs… And then the main dish, 
which is couscous with osben like I told you. Osben is a mixture of rice, chickpeas, small 
pieces of the animal’s organs, Tunisian spices and a lot of cilantro, all put together in the 
shape of small balls which add a fantastic flavor to the couscous. Maybe the most 
delicious couscous is the one with osben.  

                                                 
1 Eid el Adha:  “The Feast of the Sacrifice”: One of the most important religious holidays for Muslims, 
commemorating and re-enacting Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son Ishmael to God, and God’s 
provision of a lamb as a substitute. 
2 A Tunisian specialty: internal organs of a goat prepared with rice and spices.  

http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World 
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture 
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use every day. The participants in 
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to 
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. 
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College 
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: 
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst.  
 
© 2007-2010 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated 
 
  
  
                                                                                                  


