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English translation:  

 
- As I said, the education system in Tunisia is… 
- Is free. 
- Is free. Since the independence that took place in 1956, the previous president Lahbib 
Bourghiba1 decided that the education system in Tunisia must be free for everyone. The 
student enters the primary school by the age of 6 years and then he finishes the primary 
level when he reaches the 6th year; it means that he/she is 11 years old. By 11 years of 
age, he/she enters the secondary school. It is supposed to last for 3 years; once he is done 
with those 3 years he gets his Brevet Diploma, which is the ninth year. 
After the Brevet he enters the high school and by the end of the high school period he 
gets his high school diploma. But before this he has to choose a specialty in order to get a 
diploma in the field he wants. This specialty has to be chosen 2 years before the final 
exam. Me, for instance, I chose literature. There are other specialties like experimental 
science, mathematics, literature, services, and informatics. Each one has to choose a 
specialty. And then, as I told you, he takes the final high school exam. 
Once he gets his high school diploma he can enter the university and once again he has to 
choose another specialty to study in the university. Universities like University of 
Medicine, University of Language... The education in Tunisia … I mean, a big part of 
Tunisian funds are intended to improve the education system.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 First President of Tunisia  
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