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Handcrafted Tunisian Clothing 
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English translation:  

 
Another thing that the souk is famous for is the chechya1. You will find this for sure if 
you enter the souk. We have a special souk for it and it is called Souk Echawachine. 
There are many stores in this souk that are inherited to one generation from the other. 
The process of making chechya is not so complicated. But is a hand craft the Tunisians 
inherited from one generation to the other. 
For example, my grandfather still wears it. So it is true that it is a traditional thing, but a 
lot of old men still wear it and sometimes even young men wear it also. This means that 
the chechya as a traditional piece of clothing that never died in Tunisia. 
There is also the jebba2 with its different ways of being embroidered. Oh! About the 
chechya, I wanted to tell you also that the specialists in this field made innovations in it 
and they made a special chechya for women with special embroidering. It means that, for 
special occasions, mainly during the National Festival of Traditional Clothing, you will 
find women and men wearing the chechya. In fact, they are trying to mix the past with 
the present. For instance they take the tissue of the malya (which is traditional clothing 
for women) and they make a modern suit out of it: jacket and skirt or trousers along with 
the embroidered chechya, of course, to show that it is made for women since men do not 
wear chechya with embroidering.  
The shoe making: I mean, the traditional shoe is called balgha for both men and women.  
As I told you, using leather to make things like clothes is a traditional industry and the 
balgha is made of leather. The balgha is hand made and it goes through different stages. 
 
 

                                                 
1 Traditional Tunisian hat  
2 Traditional clothing for men 
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