
CultureTalk North Africa Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Traditional Crafts in Tunisia 
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English translation: 

 
The traditional crafts in Tunisia are an art in itself. They tried to improve and innovate 
what is old and traditional, keeping the old and traditional aspects of Tunisian crafts – 
whether it was the carpet industry or silver or pottery or… I mean … For instance, 
Kairawen is very famous with its margoum industry – or let us say carpets made by hand 
and also called sajeda. Another place, which is Gabes, is also known for the same reason. 
The area of Djerba is very famous because of the high quality of ceramic and pottery: it 
has become an art in Djerba. 
Making beautiful designs upon silver or gold accessories is a big industry that was and is 
still famous (it was first developed with the Berbers). This means that, when you walk 
into a souk, you will find a lot of people carving beautiful designs on silver and even on 
copper. It can be a plate of silver or copper and the person will carve a picture 
representing the Tunisian south; for instance, a camel, a khima [a tent], the desert and the 
sun. 
Another thing is the leather clothing industry. The place that is the most famous for this 
kind of traditional craft is Sidi Bou Said, and it is located in downtown: the old Arabic 
souk in Sidi Bou Said. Another thing that Sidi Bou Said us famous for is the Bird Cages. 
It has a very beautiful shape. And the colors vary from white to blue – the two colors that 
Sidi Bou Said is famous for. 
So when you go to the old Arabic souk you will find a variety of traditional crafts and 
you can find thousands of things you can buy for yourself or your family to keep as a 
souvenir.   
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