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English translation:  
 
Man: Traditions and culture are different from outside Syria; we, until now in Syria, in 
general, and you can consider Syria more than other countries, the subject of marriage 
until now is based on old traditions. In general, I mean, in the last five years until now 
there have been many changes in the country, I mean …. Let us talk about the old history 
a little bit, from five-six years and back. Hmmm, marriage used to happen in a way where 
the mother goes searching for a guy for her daughter, for example, Sorry, I meant to say, 
she goes searching for a wife for her son, among people she knows, or people who are 
from the same social class.  
 
Woman: The same social class exclusively?  
 
Man: Same social class.  
 
Woman: You mean, for example, even if I have to interrupt you a bit …. 
 
Man: No problem. 
 
Woman: How do you identify social classes in the country?  
 



Man: The social classes are identified in the country according to umm, I mean, it is a 
very complicated process, and as much as it is complicated, it is also very simple.  
 
Woman: I mean, Is it families’ surnames for example? Money?  
 
Man: Aha, as a family’s class, money matters but not always.  
 
Woman: Okay, by families you mean families’ surnames.  
 
Man: Aha, families’ surnames.  
 
Woman: You mean for example, you are a part of “this” family, then you are from a 
higher social class than a person who is from another family.  
 
Man: Exactly -- the family issue has an effect, but slowly this issue ….  
 
Woman: Is becoming less?  
 
Man: Aha, becoming less, because there hasn’t been much scrutiny over the issue of the 
family surname. I mean, eventually, it doesn’t matter if you were from a very big family, 
and very famous, very excellent in the country, you will still have who you are (as a 
person) and what you do. I mean, let’s suppose I am someone from an obscure family or 
from a family that came from outside the country and have been living here for a short 
period of time, but I have done a good thing for the country. If I came and wanted to get 
married, would they say no? Surely not, because I am a good person, so this issue is 
getting better with time.  
 
Woman: Can you tell us exactly how the marriage process works in a traditional way?  
 
Man: In a traditional way, as we said, five to six years ago, the guy’s mother … say, for 
example, I wanted to get married, hypothetically; my mom would go to people, for 
example, that she knows who are from the same social class or something close. They 
search for the same social class because it creates understanding relative to the 
upbringing of the girl and the guy. So it would create harmony between them, for the 
continuity of the marriage, so they wouldn’t have problems and divorce. 
 
Woman: Aha.  
 
Man: So she wants a girl from a family, and she would see more than one girl … for 
example suppose that she chose three girls. For example, these girls could fit me; they 
could fit my wishes that I have, and fit both families, like education, etc., on that 
principle. So she asks for my opinion, and I go and see the girls.  
 
Woman: Aha. Okay, what about the girls; where are they in this process? 
 



Man: In this process, until now, I have the control as a guy; after that, for example, 
suppose I chose a girl.  
 
Woman: You liked her.  
 
Man: I liked her, for example; I liked “this” girl and I definitely want to choose her as the 
girl I want to spend the rest of my life with.  
 
Woman: Before you even talk to her, or know her better? Is there any introduction 
period? 
 
Man: There is an introduction period, but it is somewhat brief. I mean it is somewhat 
quick, and you don’t have that much time.  
 
Woman: Okay. 
 
Woman: Aha. 
 
Man: Here I had the control, and until that I had the control (of the situation); when I go 
and ask for her, for example, I go with my family. I, Dad, Mom and siblings and elders of 
the family, we go and we ask, for example, we ask for the girl.  
 
Woman: They say ask for the girl’s hand. 
 
Man: Ask for the girl’s hand  
 
Woman: Which means ask her permission for marriage (propose).  
 
Man: I propose, exactly. Asking her permission for marriage -- here, the girl has the 
control, she has the freedom to say yes or to say no.  
 
Woman: For example to say no.  
 
Woman: Okay, what does the girl take into consideration in this case? In this case, 
according to my knowledge, the society is a bit unfair to the guy … in a sense, that there 
are so many considerations required of the guy to be able to get married.  
 
Man: These considerations are true; you are right, the guy here, in order to get married 
…. 
 
Woman: You mean before going and taking your family.  
 
Man: Before going and even thinking about marriage, before having the control, I am the 
one who is controlled. Because, beforehand, for example, to be able, I should prepare 
myself, before I make this move, I mean for example, I have to secure a good living 



standard so I can get married and continue my life with the girl; here, in general, they 
always ask for the guy to own a house. 
 
Woman: Owning a house? Right away? 
 
Man: Yes, owning a house.  
 
Woman: So hypothetically, you are a 26, 25, or 27 years old; you should practically own 
a house. 
 
Man: Yes, that is what is imposed.  
 
Woman: Aha, Okay.  

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World 
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture 
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use everyday. The participants in 
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to 
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. 
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College 
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: 
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst.  
 
© 2003-2010 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated 


