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Between Turkey and the U.S.

English translation:
- It has been such a long time since we have been exiled to Uzbekistan from Georgia. Have they ever said that Turkey should take you when you were in Uzbekistan?  

- Turkey did not take us. Turkey could not take us. They said, “We cannot take them when there is NATO involved, when America is involved -- I cannot take my Turks.” 

- Why couldn’t they take you?

 - They didn’t.

- Why?

- They wanted to be a part of Europe; therefore it didn’t work out. I don’t know why, but they did not take us. But later on they offered willingly [to take us]. Now there are many Turks, Abkhaz Turks, that are living in Turkey. They are living there and it is hard. They went there a long time ago. They are Muslims; they have mosques that call them to prayer five times a day. The mosques are everywhere, and they can read the Qur’an there. They can get into the car, and go to the mosque to do their prayers, and then go to work from there. It is great! The location is not bad.
- So would you say that in Turkey life is different? 
- Very, very different.
- Now our people can go there?
-  They can go there, whoever wants to; they can even live there. Well, now if I go, my son would not go. If my son goes, my daughter-in-law would not go, so we stay here. But there are many people who go. They are living very well.
- No one is questioning why you came? 

- Nooo, my aunt’s
… 

-  … the country.
- no, no, no. My aunt’s son has been living in Turkey for twenty years. He has two houses. He has a summer house.
- His citizenship?

- He has citizenship as well.
- Do they provide such help to people who go? If we go and say we want to be Turkish citizens?
- Yes, yes, they would help, they are helping.

- Now we can do it?

- Yes, they would do it. They are doing it. You see my aunt’s son is there. He has his citizenship. He has his house. His daughter never skips praying five times a day. They are all living very well.
- But still the Turks came to America from Russia?


- America has accepted us; therefore, we moved here. In America we live with God. If nobody objects we will live here until we die, and, after we die, two meters underneath the ground. 

- So the reason why America has taken you is because America is stronger. Therefore they provided you help.

- They are strong. 

- But Turkey could not provide you such help? 

- They could not. 

- They could not, so they could not accept you?

- They could not offer a pension; they don’t have such benefits. America is greater than it [Turkey]. Things in America are more, umm… for example, they brought us here and they gave us a pension and provided all solutions. America is great. 

- Therefore America…. 

- Therefore, America has taken us. America is providing us with everything. For better or for worse, in sickness, America is taking care of us. 

- It was so difficult to take care of our sick, elderly, our grandfathers and grandmothers when we were in Russia. Here, they take care of them? 
- Here it is great. Here you get whatever you want.

- Without payment?

- Without payment, without money … they are helping us a lot.

- Could there be such a thing in Turkey? 
- No, not in Turkey. 
- In Turkey everything is in exchange for money?

- Even if you work in Turkey. You cannot get your retirement pension.
- You cannot take it…. 

- Because you did not work in Turkey. If you did work in Turkey, then you could retire. If you didn’t, you cannot. Here, God bless, we came here, and they are providing it [the pension]. They are giving us our pension. They are taking care of us, too. We can get our medication for free. May God save the lives of those who provide this.

- Turks have seen such destitution. They have assets in America. 

- America opened its arms to us.

- Staying in America is better for Turks. 

- It is better. In Turkey they cannot take care of us. They cannot provide us with money. Here we are living off of the government.
About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use everyday. The participants in CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

© 2003-2009 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated
� She refers to the aunt from her father’s side.





