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Surviving Persecution
English translation:
- Nothing was easy for us. We have always dealt with tough things. They did not let us practice Islam. They were not placing us in good positions. We were working in shoveling positions [jobs]. I worked in a grape business for ten years. On the farm, our hands would get blisters due to shoveling.
- You were never placed in a position within the government?
- Who would place us in government business? As I said, after the fall we were placed in government business.
- Nothing before then. 
- Oooh, before then no, no. No one was seeing us as human. 
- Why was that the case? 
- After they exiled and brought us [there] we were seen as bad.
- You came from Georgia?
- We came from Georgia. We were seen as bad; nobody liked us.
- You did not have a homeland?
- No, we did not have a government, a homeland. We did not have law, order, rights. Do not pray -- do not do it. We only could do as they told us to do.
- What they said was “do not practice Islam?”
- Do not practice Islam, not at all. This is why our kids veered away from the right path … umm … they became corrupted. That’s one thing I know for sure, that they made our mullah suffer so much, for why he was leading prayers? Why are you practicing Islam? Why are you doing this? 
- And then?
- Our kids were leaving their religion and beliefs. They were looking and saying, this is that and they were going for the other. There were many things happening with us. They were never giving us positions at good jobs. Our elderly were working at bad jobs. 
- What about school? 
- There was no school. Some could afford to get educated; they were paying to get educated. The institutions required money. 5000 – 10,000 of the money order at the time.
 Whoever had the power could get an education. If they cannot afford it, where shall they go?

- Where were they going? 

- They were going and doing shoveling again; they were doing heavy work again. Therefore, after all these difficulties we came here …. Now that we can see better days in America.

- Is it different in America? 
- Conditions are good. There is order here. Our kids can go to school. 

- No one is mentioning that you are Muslims. 

- No one is even mentioning it. However we are dressed, even when we wear our headscarves, no one is looking down at us. 
- Could you talk about our Islamic traditions?

- Our Islamic traditions are… we need to wear a headscarf, we need to wear long dresses, [and] we need to stay away from namahrem.
 Namahrem is not possible for us. Wearing short-sleeved blouses, short skirts, showing off our body parts, does not exist in Islam. My daughter-in-law was going to school; she was covering herself at home, and then was going to the institute and was uncovering her head and going to her class; otherwise they were not letting her in. 
- You cannot go with your head covered.

- You cannot go with your head covered. Do not walk around covered. We have been through such tough times, you see.
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� She does not say what the money order at the time was.


� Namahrem means stranger, a person who is distantly related by blood or otherwise. Staying away from namahrem is avoiding intimacy with strangers, especially avoiding sexual intimacy with a stranger.  This is very important in Islam. The act of being intimate with a stranger is also called namahrem.





