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A Community Mosque 

 

English translation: 

 

- Could you say something about the mosque here? 

 

- About the mosque…We have a mosque, praise to Allah; we have a very big mosque in 

which girls are educated, boys learn to be a Muslim. They are teaching the book of 

Qur’an, they are teaching English as well. Whichever language one wants, they can 

study. They are teaching how to be a Muslim there, how to be immaculate, clean, 

Muslim. How they can, umm, enjoy each other’s company, without looking at anyone 

with evil eyes; all the good things are taught there; they have students. Our mullahs are 

educating them. 

 

- Mullahs are educating people in the mosque?  

 

- Mullahs are educating people in the mosque.  

 

- People who go there, are they only from our Turkish community? Can anyone else from 

the Muslim community go there?  

 

- They can go if they want. If they do not want to, they simply just do not go.  

 

- The mosque does not reject them.  

 

- The mosque would not reject. Why should anyone not come? Whoever wants it deeply, 

from deep down, be it Christians, be it from any nation, we would never say they should 

not enter the mosque. Let them come in, see, and even pray if they want to. We have no 

objection to that. We, Muslims, never would do that.  

 

- Do you offer an iftar meal in the mosque?
1
 

 

- We provide food in the mosque, there, umm… some can afford it; they provide food to 

the mosque, and people come together, read Qur’an together, and eat, all together, men 

and women. Fifty to sixty men and women come. It is a great feast. They pray together as 

well, they pray, umm… the Tarawih
2
 prayer of Ramadan.  

 

- What is Tarawih prayer?  

 

                                                 
1
 Iftar is the meal that Muslims have when they break their fast. 

2
 Tarawih prayer is prayed only during Ramadan, and is prayed in sets of two raka'ah; commonly Muslims 

pray 20 raka’ah.  
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- Tarawih prayer …. They pray 29 raka’ah 20 of which is tarawih. In honor of Ramadan, 

all throughout Ramadan, in total men pray 20 raka’ah of tarawih and nine raka’ah of 

night-time prayer. We women cannot go as much. Men are praying 29 raka’ah of prayer.  

 

- Can men and women pray together?  

 

- They can, they can, they can, they can do that. Not everyone can go, though; some go to 

work, some cannot make it on time, but God forgives our fault. 

 

- You came to America; you came here as Turks. Have the Muslims here ever 

discriminated against you?  

 

- No, you see, we have been to Pakistan’s mosque. They have welcomed us very well. 

We prayed, we did our Friday rituals. Nobody has ever said who they are or why are they 

here. We have seen many people who were converted to Islam and became Muslim; 

every week someone was becoming a Muslim.  
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