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Obstacles to PalestinianWomen’s Work 

 
Levantine Arabic transcript: 

  

����ا��  ,.ت؟ ).45وا #"ً! ا(ِ)2 1َِه, .تّ, ا(ِ)&%$ #"ً!َ�: ا�$�أة ! � ا
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H�؟و   
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  . _&HCM|JُCj اَ s�Fَ,<$ ِ#. &%$ا(FCRت َ�

 

English translation: 
 
Woman behind the camera:  How about the ladies -- do the ladies help? 
 
Woman in the black veil: They could. The woman who is available, interested, can. But 
where would she make her goods, where? 
Woman in the white veil: There is no marketing.  

                                                 
1 Checkpoints  



 
Women in the black veil: We make ourselves available … we make ourselves available 
-- that is possible. I mean, instead of spending the night on [watching] the news for 24 
hours. We are only on the news, 24 hours. Myself in particular, and many people like me 
-- on the news. Why? First, checkpoints are closed; I want to see my family. On the day 
of the feast four of my cousins became martyrs. On the night of the feast! So where is this 
security? Where? There is no security, there is no stability. I want stability, so that I can 
work outside. Even if I’m stable and secure, there is no marketing for my goods. I mean, 
I make embroidery, and I knit wool, for example. Even my daughter in school, I tell her, 
“mother, 2 try to learn a skill that brings us money in the future.”  For example: painting, 
art.  I have a daughter at home who loves to draw, loves art; she tells [asks] me, what is 
this marketing? Where would we market our products, for example?  But there is still 
hope, God willing.  
 
The women behind the camera: But there are institutions, for example.  Can you learn? 
 
The women in the black veil: There are, but because living is so expensive … everyone 
is trying to produce something to make a living for her children. But lots of money [is 
needed]. So even if she wants to produce, she blinds the light in her eyes, and she will not 
bring the sum of money that she had put this effort in [equivalent to this effort], because 
there are so many of them, too, because this thing became so great. To housewives, I 
mean. There are those who are employed, may Allah give to them. 
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2 In Palestinian Arabic, parents sometimes refer to themselves, and say “mother” or “father,” at the 
beginning of a statement or question to a child. 


