
CultureTalk Arab Levant Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Innovation in  Palestinian Dance 

 

 
 

Levantine Arabic transcript: 

 
�� !"# ���? ش ي , $>9;4 :895 أ%7 أ%+ أ456 ر012 /'�'ة, #, أ%+ #*()' أ%  $! �@A 2 %7 أ%+ :('ربC$ 895:

: 7% !*� D�'Eي�;F*)Aا H20 ور;A+FAا H2دئ ر+F . 0;A+5LA02 وا+;MAو%0 وا�5Aوا 'NLAا �;OP)# 02C6  Aش7 إRا
S)E ,واTUا إش7 اس+س :895 أT0. ه;A+FAا H2ر SM6 ت+F�ر'$ TUي, :895 أو�;F*)Aا H2�Aض0, ا+��Aا ,R5+ءاE ,

\Tص;4 ه+@)Aا .^A+*A7 ا_ \T4 ه`+N5A12+ت. $! رت ا�Aش49 ا TU $ ص+رت ,)E TU $ ض;0 ص+رت+��Aآ+ت ا�PAا S
, '2�g :895 أ%  أ%+ أآ ن ذآ7 و5A+ح 0AdN5A إ%  5A+ أآ ن أ%+ :('رب #'ا�0 $'ر�7F. هTا ا5A ض ع. ش49 ر12+ت

H2�A0 اAdN5A g!*): g# ر h): 79Eأ g�'# ,7آ4 إش TUي أ'# . H2ر H2أ%  #'ي أر iان واض "*Aش7 ا+:
7F*ود#09 , شA0 وا;A+5<A0ا;# "LE A6+دة وا ?M!$ 5+تM9آ S)E0 وآ 76 و_+(jآ +h;M6 رف+*)5A4 ا`+N5Aوا H%ة و' ,

�_+ه+*# 49A'ة, ا�0 ش'l+NF#ر آ5+ن. و+)U9 ن 6"'ي و76 إ%7 ش  أ# g�'2 ?��. '2�g أ%+ #9 ن 5A+ #'ي أدرب #@
?��@Aا SM6 4U'# 5 \ وه , #*! \ أس+س;+ت, :('ربN/ g�ذm� +:  %أ S)E n;Pأس+س ص SM6 ,# ربأس+س;+ت'#  .

0;Fl +ض;0إ, إرش+دات�رش+دات ر ,o�ر')Aه+ أث"+ء اTUd� 895: .�;OP$ يTه .�;OP$ ش ي . :895 $9 ن g_�*#
�ك أث� SM6 ث)+_(7 أ%+ آ5('رب, دC;1@$ SM6 rMUت آ;A+56 q"+ #"('رب)# g�'2 اTه ,# ,nL$8 أ�ر. و !);# ,

�012. وصn;_ 4 اPA' أ%  �)'ر �51^ ر012Aر ا l895 أ: Cj: , 7إش +h;M6 q;O# 7A+56 tو +h;_ ه4 أ%+ #! ر
+h)_+(ث ^A+*: 7@u� 7إش t> ه+ و�إش7  tو +hM5L� .0MO*5A5'ر#0. ه;8 اAق ا�@Aا SM6 n;_ 895;_ , ل+;/x7 #('رب اAإ

\T0 هyش+"Aا, اT5 ض ع هA+# 0!;N# g: 0;AوmN: +7. 6"'ه#�z H2أس, ر SM6 4@l ا ش ي  , :895 أدرب L:وأد
<Aا H2�A+#7F* , 7A+56ruإ%  _7 إش7 :(! ررس SM6 ا A+# 7_  ,5 ض عAا S@ر ص !): g: x  %أ ^z�A+# .

 rMUإ:895 ا%+ دnN@% 7";!NM@Aاث7 ا�, '2�g أ%+ :)("}, '2�g أ%+ 6"'ي ه �(7 اNM@A!;";0 #'ا7MU. ش 895: 7�mذي $
7Aإ �;F*$ 7 أداة";!NM@7 آ*F$ 7F*<Aا H2�Aأ%  ا q�+0, وشA+س��, إش7 #*>) ا,  آP,,#, �*"7 آ;jا آ FP# 7إش .

iاث ص�)Aا SM6 }_+Eر أ'(# \T0 هME�5MA rMإذا وص. 
  

English translation: 

 

I think that we can develop … it is possible that I [might] create a new dance. You might 
find me as a trainee in a team [that is] a bit modern, that would give me the principles of 
ballet [classical] dance and impressionist dance. The thing has a relationship with the 
body -- flexibility, fitness, even aesthetics. This is a basic thing that I can study. I might 
take exercises in ballet dance, impressionist dance, sport, warm-ups, and such details. 
These issues developed in the world. Now they take the shape of dances, even the sport 
movements are taking the shape of dances. This is the matter. How much can I be 
intelligent and observant of the issue when I’m a trainee, at the beginning of my training -
- I do not want to say blindfolded, but thirsty for the knowledge of dance. I want to take 
everything. Okay, the issue is clear, that I want to dance popular dance, and northern 
dabke,1 and southern, the wahda wa-nus,2 and the things common to the culture, and in 
the consciousness, and even in words that are commonly used … [words] known to all, 
and of great simplicity. How much awareness do I have when I train on a team of my 
choice? A trainee enters the team; they give him basics, basics -- but on healthy basis so 
that he won’t harm his body while he is training …. Medical instructions, physical 

                                                 
1 Dabke, literally “stamping feet,” is a popular folk dance and a form of line-dancing common at 
celebrations. 
2 A kind a rhythm or drumbeat in Arab music. 



instructions, that he might take while training. This is preparation. I might be in 
preparation.  
 
I do not know.  I started a bit on the details of how we are training. But how much impact 
does this have on my culture, as a trainee? Where should I go?  One develops, one gets to 
the point where he can design a dance. For example, I can develop a dance -- am I 
developing it, or am I adding something to it to make it more beautiful … or to make it 
distorted? The conundrum is here. Therefore, the teams that train the upcoming 
generations have a responsibility that is not simple. I can train a child on a western basis, 
and start him a bit on popular dance. Now, I’m establishing in his mind that something is 
developing, although the subject has not really developed. Maybe I added something 
which might harm the Palestinian tradition itself. How much Palestinian identity do I 
have inside of me? How convinced am I? … and I see that my Palestinian popular dance 
is a tool of expression for me, but, I mean, as a message, a feeling, something I’m in love 
with.  I love it very much.  If I reached this stage I can preserve the tradition in the right 
way.   
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