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English translation: 

 
Woman Behind the camera: The Church of the Nativity -- will you tell us about the Church of 
the Nativity, or the Church of the Holy Sepulcher?  
 
Man: Yes. 
 
Woman behind the camera: Why was that one called the Church of the Nativity, for example?  
 
Man: The Church of the Nativity was called the Church of the Nativity because it was the cradle 
of Jesus, peace be upon him … ah … of course, he also had in Palestine the path which tourists 
come to walk; there is a path they walk … ah … to the cradle of Jesus, to Bethlehem.  There 
Jesus was born, of course, in the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. A while ago, the 
American President Bush visited the Church of the Nativity, and he prayed in it. There is also the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher … I think that our mother Mary was also there in it … mother 
Mary prayed in it. There is Hisham’s Palace, an Islamic structure … was built in the Islamic 
style … he was Umayyad.  
 
Woman behind the camera: It was build for Hisham Abd Al-Malik .… 
 
Man: Hisham Abd Al-Mali, yes, exactly; he is Umayyad; he was of the Umayyad Caliphate.   
 
Woman behind the camera: About the dome for example, the Dome of the Rock? 
 
Man: The Dome of the Rock, from which the Prophet Mohammad, peace and blessing be upon 
him, ascended … [first] from Mecca to the Dome of the Rock.1 Of course, many Muslim tourists 
come to it, and also Arabs, who are found here. And [it is] the second direction of prayer.2 

                                                 
1 In Islamic tradition, the Night Journey, Isra and Mi'raj (Arabic: اج�O*$اء وا�سcا , al-’Isrā’ wal-Mi‘rāğ), are the two parts of a journey that the 
Islamic prophet Muhammad took in one night, around the year 621. 
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2 In fact, this was the first direction of prayer, later changed to Mecca. 

 


