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English translation: 

 
The concept of family in Palestine is very unique and highly significant. It [the family] is 
considered one of the main pillars of Palestinian society. A major characteristic of the 
family is its close relationships. Rarely would the son marry and leave the family house. 
And the daughters are not allowed to live outside the family house before marriage.  
Sometimes the son will marry and even have his wife live in the same family house.  It 
doesn't happen that someone abandons his father and mother, leaving them to live on 
their own. There should always be a family member living with them. Therefore, it is 
common to see three generations living together: the grandparents, their kids, and the 
grandchildren, all living in the same house. Even if the son is dead, one of the male 
grandchildren will assume the responsibility of taking care of the grandparents. This 
includes fully attending to their medical, financial and social needs, etc. Sending the 
father or mother to nursing homes is totally unacceptable in Palestinian society. Such an 
event hardly ever happens.  Nursing homes are very scarce in Palestine and perhaps only 
two or three are available, in big cities only.  
 
The girl is not permitted to leave the family house and live on her own before marrying 
and moving to her husband’s house. It is a common tradition in Palestinian society to 
have a large number of children, boys and girls, because they are considered a positive 



asset to the head of household in the present and the future. As such, the life of an 
individual is perceived in terms of the existence of children. Without kids or family, a 
person is believed to be lacking the major pillars of human life. Therefore, many people 
prefer to have a large number of children. For instance, it is possible to have families of 
seven or eight kids, and [they] could even reach 10, boys and girls. Using contraceptive 
methods or deciding to have only one, two, or three kids in the family is exceptional in 
our society. It is more acceptable as a practice in the cities. Villages in Palestinian society 
are renowned for their large number of family members. Marriage occurs at an early age, 
which leaves a lot of room for giving birth to greater numbers of kids. It is possible for a 
girl to marry at the age of 15 or 16 and start bearing children immediately after. As for a 
man, he could marry at the age of 19, 20, or 21. With marriage at such an early age, there 
is a greater chance of having a large number of kids. There are not many educated girls 
and boys in the family, especially in the villages, and therefore there is not much 
awareness of the importance of family planning. Paying attention to family planning will 
result in fewer children and therefore a greater opportunity to educate the kids, nurture 
them, and help produce a better society.  
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