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actually, 
 ایV ہURو 
tradition 

 ہے۔ اور ہURو 
tradition 
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on death of the parents 
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through 
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beforehand. 
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at least fair share 
 ہ�۔ اور ہ,.ر?
community 
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wrongly adapt 

 '! دی. اور
compulsory 
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some families 
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lower class 
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education 
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literacy rate obviously 
 زی.دہ 6ڑه \b ہے اور
understanding better 
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concept nearly dead 
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gifts 
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gifts 
 8+=ے ہ�ں،
both sides 

 Bے۔ اور وہ
gifts jewelry E' from 
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And depending 
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stones 
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stones 
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traditional sort 
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which is mirror and glass work on gold,  
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which is in fashion I think. 
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which is on your wedding. 
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is better, safer, 
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it’s way too heavy to wear anywhere else. 
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English transcript: 

 

Interviewer: Okay. Tell me, so there used to be a lot of pressure in the olden times for 
dowry, and for the families to send a lot of stuff with the girl. So can you tell me a little 
bit about that, I’m not too clear? 
 
Farina: Dowry is actually a Hindu tradition. And it was a Hindu tradition because on the 
death of the parents the girl would get nothing, only the brothers would get the 
inheritance, so through the dowry the parents would give her everything beforehand so 
that she would at least have a fair share. And in our community in the older times, people 
in some families incorrectly adapted it and made this practice compulsory. Normally, 
people of the lower classes, their girls have to bring a dowry and in that, she was 
supposed to be given money, or furniture, and to the guy, otherwise there would be no 
marriage. And now because there is more education, and the literacy rate has obviously 
increased, and there is better understanding and people today are not so materialistic, so 
that’s why the concept is nearly dead. And now the girl only gets gifts, and the guy also 
gets gifts, from both sides. And those gifts are in the form of jewelry, or can also be in the 
form of furniture. And they are received from everyone, from the whole family, and also 
from friends.  
 
Interviewer: I see...So this jewelry...you. What is the jewelry like? 
 
Farina: This jewelry is gold jewelry. And it depends on what you like and what your taste 
is like. If you like stones, then it will have stones, if you like the traditional sort that is 
kundan, which is mirror and glass work on gold, which is in fashion I think, then you can 
get that. But whatever jewelry you buy, normally it depends on what is fashionable these 
days.  
 
Interviewer: Okay. And tell me for this jewelry, do you have to get it insured, or keep it 
somewhere safe, or do you wear it every day? 
 
Farina: No. This jewelry is very heavy so you cannot wear it every day. Normally you 
only wear it once, which is on your wedding, and it is better and safer to insure it, and 
then it is kept in the bank because it’s way too heavy to wear anywhere else.  
 
Interviewer: I see. 
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