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English translation: 

 

Interviewer: You mentioned you study in college. So for religious reasons, are all of them 
all-girls or are some also co-ed? 
 
Marjal: A few colleges are all-girls, maybe one or two… two or three and some are co-
ed. For example I went to the Convent of Jesus and Mary. That was all girls, and 
schooling was just like high school [in the US] and then there are some co-ed ones. For 



example, after that I went to Grammar School which was co-ed. There boys and girls 
used to study together. They don’t pay much attention to religion, but in convent school, 
it was all-girls and the teachers were all nuns and everything. It depends on where you 
go, but there are only one or two all-girls schools most of them are co-ed.  
 
Interviewer: Tell us, do you study in a private school or public school? 
 
Marjal: It is imperative to go to a private school in Karachi because the teachers in a 
public school are not very good, don’t come to class and these schools don’t even receive 
enough government funding. So, unfortunately, the poor go to public schools. They don’t 
even have books or money to buy supplies or to pay the teachers, so… we don’t go to 
public schools, we go to private schools.  One pays to go to a private school, but the 
public school system is not well organized, so we don’t go to public schools.  
 
Interviewer: I see. 
 
Marjal: Poor people go to public schools, and even then they don’t because they don’t 
have money to buy books or school supplies like pencils, paper and notebooks. So they 
don’t even go to school, so they start working at a very young age. So there is child labor, 
but they don’t have money so what other choice do they have? They can’t afford to go to 
school… 
 
Interviewer: Do you think this is the reason children beg on the streets? What do you 
think is the reason? 
 
Marjal: This is the reason. They can’t go to school and can’t learn so what else do they 
do? Sometimes they work, sometimes they start begging on the streets. At least that way 
they can earn some money. They are happy. At least they have food to eat and they can 
share it with their parents and siblings. If they go to school, what difference will it make? 
They don’t have any supplies or books; they won’t learn anything from school because 
the system is badly organized. So poor children start begging and earn some money. 
That’s just how it is. That’s just the way it’s been. 
 
Interviewer: I see. 
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