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It’s a status symbol. I mean if your kids are doing inter matric then you are considered 
failed parents if your in that strata of society. 

 
 

English translation: 

 

I have studied in two schools in Karachi; one was called City School and then Karachi 
Grammar School. The Cambridge University hosts O-level and A-level exams. They are 
especially popular in this region. So we were all enrolled in that system, so we all took 
those exams. The course is two to three years long at the end of which we have to take 
the exams. Then we get our results in another two to three months 
 
Interviewer: So did you do your O- and A-levels from the same school? 
 
Teenager: No I did my A-levels, my last two years of schooling from Karachi Grammar 
School for eleven years before that I was at City School.  
 
Interviewer: Where do you go to college right now? 
 
Teenager: I study at Western University in Connecticut  
 
Interviewer: So why did you choose to go and study abroad instead of staying in your 
own country? 
 



Teenager: The standard of educational institutions in America is much better than that of 
institutions here in Pakistan. And if you do study abroad then it becomes very easy to get 
a job here.  
 
Interviewer: What’s your major at college? 
 
Teenager: I don’t know yet. Pakistan has it’s inter board which is equivalent to the O- 
and A-level system. First you do your matric then you do your inter, but this system isn’t 
internationally recognized. First of all, if I did my inter and applied abroad, I probably 
wouldn’t get in. In fact I’m sure and can confidently say that I wouldn’t get in. This is 
because exams hosted by a foreign institution are considered more authentic.  
 
Interviewer: Earlier, a lot of people who had an inter degree could and would go study 
abroad. Why this is not the case anymore? 
 
Teenager: This is because the standard of the system is falling with time. For example, 
there is a lady in our school who is a councilor, Mrs. Ahsanuddin. She did her inter and 
went to Cambridge University to study English literature and that is a very huge 
university. So at that time, the system so much better and more recognized. Except she 
was herself a very dynamic person, but with time the system has deteriorated.  Actually, 
because of corruption, you can give money and get to know the exam questions before 
time.  You can pay to get your exam paper rechecked if you have a “source” as they call 
it. This is the reason why it’s not recognized. Also in our society there is an issue of class: 
children from the lower class do their matric and inter. Children from the middle and 
upper middle class, the class I identify with, generally do their O and A levels. They 
don’t do inter because the O level system has become a status symbol. Apart from the 
international recognition it has this system has also become a status symbol in society. I 
mean if your kids are doing inter matric then you are considered failed parents if you 
from that strata of society. 
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