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English translation: 

 

Like I said my high school was very Western so the parents of students were much more 
liberal. In our society girls are generally not sent abroad to study because parents have 
concerns. It is very sexist, the boys are sent but the girls aren’t. But I feel that a lot of 
girls from my high school went abroad compared to girls from other high schools in my 
city. But still a lot of girls are not allowed to study abroad because of their gender 
because their parents feel that they are protecting their daughters by not sending them 
abroad. I had a friend who got into a very good university in London, UCL, but her 
parents didn’t allow her to go and now she studies in Sharjah1. Her parents didn’t let her 
go away from home because they were worried that if there was a problem, they wouldn’t 
be able to do anything to help her from so far away. Parents are really protective of their 
daughters generally. 
 
Interviewer: Do you think girls should be allowed to go and study abroad? 
 
                                                 
1 Most probably a reference to the American University of Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates, a popular 
choice of university for Pakistanis who don’t want to venture too far from home. 



Teenager: Of course they should. It’s their right. And generally in Pakistan the girls 
perform a lot better than the boys in academic fields. When the results of the intermediate 
or metric level are announced it’s very rare of see a boys name in the top three positions, 
these top positions are mostly held by girls. In my school too… in fact in my school the 
girls didn’t really outshine the boys. But the general trend is that girls are better at studies 
than boys. This is why it is their right to go and study abroad. 
 
Yes, this is true to a great extent for our society. Parents do hope that their daughters get 
married; marriage of daughters is a priority among parents especially for mothers. 
Mothers are always looking for potential suitors for their daughters. But I feel that this is 
changing with time. Actually once again this matter is very dependent on class. A very 
hard working girl, who is very deserving is from the lower class, no matter how well she 
does her parents would want to get her married. However, if the girl is from the upper 
middle or higher class parents won’t get her married off. Her parents will give her an 
opportunity to study and go ahead in life. This is once again all dependent on class. There 
is no simple answer. It’s not all black and white.  
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