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English translation: 

 

Girl 1: Assalaam Alaikum. I will talk about matric system and O-levels. Basically, the 
matric system has been around for a long time, since before independence. The biggest 
factor against it is that its courses do not get updated. The same courses are being taught 



for the last fifty years, the same courses that our parents and grandparents studied. No 
changes have been made to them. O-Levels, on the other hand, is a new system and is 
changed regularly to meet the requirements of the teachers and I think this is a very good 
step.  
 
Girl 2: Children’s education also shows large disparities between government schools 
and private schools. First of all, there are not many government schools. The ones that are 
there have teachers who are very poorly educated themselves. They are hardly “Matric 
pass”. Recently we were studying about an assessment that the World Bank carried out 
[in government schools] where the teachers and students were both given the same 
questionnaire and the teachers made as many mistakes as the children made. So the state 
of government schooling is quite bad, and many changes need to be brought about. Apart 
from that, like Humaira was saying, the curriculum has no relevance to their lives. I 
mean, that if they study that Pakistan is a very nice place and its creation was necessary, 
this does not make them get a job, nor does it change their life. If they have to go back 
and work in the fields, then it would be better for them to receive education that would 
improve their lives [and be more relevant]. So, government schools really need to be 
improved. 
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