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Laakhe Dance
English description:

Laakhe Dance is a dance performed by the Newars
 of the Kathmandu Valley. Laakhe literally means a carnivorous demon. The laakhe in this video is dressed in a red and gold dress and is wearing a red mask with fangs and a flowing hairdo. 
According to stories passed down the generations, a laakhe is supposed to have fallen in love with a girl from Kathmandu. So, the demon takes the form of a human and enters the city to see his beloved. Upon knowing the fact that the person is a laakhe, the people capture him and present [him] to the King. The King proposes to the laakhe that he will grant him a place in the city if he vows to preserve the children from other demons and participate in the annual Yanyaa Punhi Jatra (also called Indra Jatra
). The laakhe agrees and is said to have resided in Kathmandu ever since. 
About CultureTalk:  CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use every day. The participants in CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

© 2013 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated
� The Newars are one of the ethnic groups of Nepal. Their main place of residence in Nepal is Kathmandu Valley.


� Indra Jatra is a big festival celebrated by the Newars of Kathmandu. It is celebrated in the memory of the Hindu God Indra.





