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Stories for Children
Yoruba transcript:

Arábìnrin: Wón ma ń so ìtàn gan an nígbà yèn. Àwon omodé nà... àwon àgbàlagbà máa so ìtàn fún wa, ìtaǹ orísirísi, àwon èyí tó... tó sábà wá yé ní tí ìjàpá. 
Ọ̀dọ́bìnrin: Ìjàpá. 

Arábìnrin: Hmm Ìjàpá àti ìyàwó rè, ìyàwó è tó ń jé Yánríbo.

Ọ̀dọ́bìnrin: Hmm.
Arábìnrin: Àwon irú àwon ǹkan tí wón dè ma ń so ní... wón a... àwon... gbogbo bí… ìjàpá se ń dógbón èwé nígbà yen, tó jé pé, á sè gógbón gógbón gógbón tó jé pé, kò ní… ó se é sé dógbón lá ì fé sanwó àbí kó dógbón láti se wóbíyá, o greedy, à bí kó dógbón pé ǹkan… isé tí wón ò ran, kó lo jé ẹ, à bí tí gbogbo won bá fé se ǹkankan, kó sà dógbón si, tí kò ní se é. Àmó ìtàn wòn yẹn pé orísirísi àbí ẹ fé kí so ìkan fún yín? 
Ọ̀dọ́bìnrin: (ń rèrín) Iró... ẹsé. Emm ibo le tí ma ń gbo àwon ìtàn yìí?
Arábìnrin: A má ń gbó won… ah… ó se é se lálé, tí a bá ti sisé tán, ká tó sùn. Ó se é se kí ìyá wá máa só, àbí kí àwon àgbàlágbà… àwon… ó se é se kó jé ìyá bàbá, ìyá ìyá, tàbí kó jé ìyá. Òpòlopò ìgbà ní ó jé pé, tí wón bá ti è tí ń so ìtàn yẹn ní á má a tí sùn lo. (ń rèrín)
Ọ̀dọ́bìnrin: (ń rèrín) Emm sé emm bí orin le má ń ko àbí wón má a ń so ǹkan [tí] ẹ dá won lóhùn. 
Arábìnrin: Emm tí wón bá so ìtàn yẹn, o se é se kí orin wà lá àrín è, tí wón dè… tí wón bá ti só, àwa omodé nà a má gbé orin.

Ọ̀dọ́bìnrin: Kíni àwon ìtàn yìí ma ń ko yín?

Arábìnrin: Eh ó ma ń kó wa pé kí a má paró, kí a mà jálè, kí á dè má se ojúkòkòrò.

Ọ̀dọ́bìnrin: Ní ìlè Yorùbá, sé wón ma sábà so àwon ìtàn yí fún omo kékeré?

Arábìnrin: Ha omo kékeré gan an ni wón má so fún jù, nítorí à ti kéreké ni wón ti má a má ko wón pé ki wón má se ojúkòkòrò, kí wón má jalè, kí wón dè má fi… kí wón má ma se ǹkan tí won bá fé kí elòmí[ràn] se sí òhun na. Kí wón má a má dógbón èwé, kí wón má ma se àwon ìkankan tó jé pé… wón má a má fi ipá gba ìkan lówó ènìyàn tí kò ń se tí wón.
English translation: 
Woman: They told us a lot of stories. The children… The adults told us stories, different stories that… The common one was that of the tortoise.

Young Girl: Tortoise.

Woman: Hmm, Tortoise and his wife Yánríbo.

Young Girl: Hmm.

Woman: What they used to tell us is that… they… the way the tortoise manipulates, in different ways, like… not to pay his debt, or to convert, he is greedy, or he would pretend that… he would deliver a message he had not sent, or when all were given a task, he would look for a way not to participate. But the stories have different forms – or you want me to tell you one?
Young Girl: (laughing) No… thank you. Emm, when do you hear these stories? 

Woman: We hear them… ah… nights, after the day’s work, before we go to bed. It is either our mothers who tell us, or elders… they… or our grandmothers or mothers. Most of the time, we would sleep off (laughing).
Young Girl: (laughing) Emm… is it… emm, was it in songs, or they would ask questions and you would answer?

Woman: Emm, when they are telling us the stories, it is possible for songs to be in them; once they start the song, we children will sing after them.

Young Girl: What does the story teach you?

Woman: It teaches us not to lie, steal, and not to be covetous.

Young Girl: In Yoruba culture, do they always tell these stories to children?

Woman: Ha, the stories are told to children, because it is through them they will be teaching you not to be covetous, not to steal, and not to… not to do unto others what you would not want others to do unto you. They should not be pretenders; they should not do things that… They should not collect what is not theirs with force.
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