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Maturing from a Student to a Teacher 

 
 
Moroccan Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 
B: There is a difference between when you are a student and when you are a teacher. At 
first, I always used to say that I will not teach; I will just study, because the best thing in 
the world is to study.  
N: You stay a student… 
B: Yes, to stay a student – you are learning and not teaching another person. Before, you 
are only responsible for your studies and no other responsibilities. The simplest thing 
would make you laugh. All your problems are academic-related. Personally, the first 
thing I do once I get home is homework. The best days are those when I was a student in 
high school and college. For example, in high school, we were four girls and when 
walking back from school, the simplest thing made us laugh. Whenever you see us in the 
street, you see us laughing. During the days of college, I saw some thing new. When we 
were in high, middle and primary school, we used to be in a small classroom with a small 
group of people. In college there are many people from different places and different 
socio-economic classes. In the earlier school years, you would usually be in a school with 
people from the same socio-economic class, whereas, in college, there are people in the 
higher class, others from the same class, and some from the lower class. It is there where 
you learn how to interact with people who have a different way of thinking. You also 
experience good and bad experiences but, sometimes, the bad experiences appear better 
after college. I think that college is a small society by itself; it is there where you see the 
good and the bad and many more things. It is also the stage that prepares you for work. 
My friends and I saw teaching as a joke and so we applied just for the sake of it. But once 
you start working, the society sees you as a person who is independent and is not only 
responsible for himself, but also for his students. Now, instead of worrying about your 
studies and your grades, you worry about the good of these students. You have to show 
them the best path for them to take and, when they start to give up, you are the one to 
show them the good from the bad. Even your family starts to look at you differently now 
that you are working. I am not taking about the small family; I mean your uncles, aunts 
and cousins. They no longer see me as Bouchra the small student, but as Bouchra the 
teacher who is a grown-up now. You experience new experiences, which make you more 
mature. The first day you get very scared because you will be standing before students 
who are younger than you; you think about what to say and what do to. It was a good 
experience which showed me many things, especially that I had to deal with students of 
different ages.  
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