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English translation: 

 
N: Can you talk about music in Morocco? Who are the famous singers and what are the 
most famous songs? 
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B: Even if I talk about music in Morocco for I don’t know how long, I would never do it 
justice. 
N: Can you talk about rap, do you have it? 
B: What I really like about Morocco is that there is a big difference from one region to 
another in music, food, clothes and even dialects. There is diversity in cultures. When it 
comes to music, there is music that is very old – like folklore – and there is the modern 
and rap music. For example, the singers like Um-Kulthum in Egypt: We have Abdelhadi 
Belkhiat, Abdelwahab Doukali, Naima Samih, Latifa Raafat, Sidi Mohamed Lehiani 
(may Allah have mercy on him) and Mohamed Fetah. The music of these singers has 
been, is, and will stay famous. I am not talking about the music that is known for a year 
or two and then disappears. 
N: [Inaudible question] 
B: We should not just be talking about the lyrics or rhythms – we have to talk about the 
song as a whole. When it comes to both the lyrics and rhythms, these songs are fantastic. 
There is certain music that we listen to just because it makes us dance, and then we forget 
about it. These songs are not like that; it is the music that makes you long to keep 
listening to it. For instance, when I listen to a song by Sidi Mohamed Lehiani (may Allah 
have mercy on him), I would be wowed. I never get tired of listening to it, not in terms of 
the lyrics, music or even the singer. He has a beautiful voice. Personally, when I talk 
about singers, I do not just talk about their song but also their way of interacting, 
speaking and their relationship to their own music. I also look at the way they interact 
with their audience: Do they respect their audience or not? This is because, if the singer 
manages to sing a song that I can listen to with my parents, it is definitely a success. And 
their music should not be temporary. 
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