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Wearing the Traditional Jalaba 
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Moroccan Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 
B: As for clothing in Morocco, in everyday life, people wear normal clothes like jeans, 
skirts or any casual dress… For the young people, there isn’t a big difference but, for the 
older people, some wear modern clothes, but what is commonly worn is the jalaba. 
People wear the jalaba when they are going out of the house. For instance, if I were to go 
visit my friend who’s close by, I wouldn’t wear jeans or… I wear something nice and 
then put on the jalaba on top of that because the jalaba is for being out in the streets; you 
can’t walk in the street with pajamas, you would wear the jalaba. The jalaba is the 
official dress. For example, my mother would wear it when she goes out. And what’s nice 
about it is that people can even wear it for work. At times it is not practical because it is 
long and has a hood, but for the people who are used to it, it is fine. For the traditional 
clothes, there are varieties and the jalaba of nowadays is for daily wear.  
N: [Inaudible questions] 
B: No, a man normally wears jeans and suits and as for the jalaba, he only wears it on 
special occasions...  
N: What does the Jalaba look like, what does it look like? 
B: It is a long, ankle-length dress, it has wide sleeves and it has a hood in the back… 
N: [Inaudible question] 
B: We call it a hood, it usually has a hood in the back… this is the jalaba; it is… 
N: Does it have embroidery..? 
B: It depends: you may want to have it with embroidery or you may want to have it 
without embroidery; it’s your choice. Even the shape of the jalaba is… however you 
want it. Personally, the traditional clothes in Morocco are no longer restricted to one 
specific era but rather evolve and develop with time. And there are fashion designers who 
develop them… 
N: Is the jalaba something modern or is it for a specific period of time…? 
B: It has been there for long time. It has been there for a long time because it doesn’t 
stick to the body; it’s rather loose. It’s very comfortable, when you are wearing it you feel 
very comfortable. I mean, it’s not something that feels tight on your body and doesn’t 
allow you to move freely. It was made so that the person feels more free and also so that 
other people don’t look at you in a way you don’t want to them to do so. 
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