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Lebanon’s Second Capital 
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English translation: 

 
Sara:  I’m from Lebanon, from northern Lebanon, from a city called Tripoli. 
Tripoli is known as Lebanon’s second capital, but it’s not as big as Beirut, of 
course. It was called Tarabulus because it comes from the word Tripoli, 
which means the three cities, from “Tri” … the three cities, because a long 
time ago it had three gates: the Sand Gate, the Fly Gate, and the Steel Gate. 
There are no gates anymore, but the areas are still there. Lebanon was 
subject to a series of colonizations, one of which was the French 
colonization. There are a lot of artifacts left by the French in Lebanon. There 
are also ruins left by the Romans and the Crusaders. There are a lot of places 
to visit, historical places, one of which is the Fortress of Tripoli. There are 
also a lot of places to go … if you want, you can go to a café, the coffee 
shops. You can sit with your friends and have fun there. Tripoli is on the 
coast.  Lebanon is on the Mediterranean Sea, which borders it on the West. 
On the East it is bordered by Syria and by a piece of Palestine. The weather 
in Lebanon is usually mild. The temperature is moderate. There are four 



seasons, but winter can be very harsh and cold. The summer can be very hot. 
And … Tripoli is known for soap production … for textile production, 
especially in an area called Khan al-Khayateen. There is another Khan called 
Khan al-Saaboun. It’s called a Khan because the old city … there’s a section 
of the old city in Tripoli … when you go into the old city it is all arches. 
They’re all covered; you can’t see the sky.  It’s also known for gold 
production. There is also sweets production: Tripoli is well known for 
producing sweets.   
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