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Wafa: I visited the Jeita caves when I was in Lebanon. Tell me more about them. 
 
Sarah: If you are going to the coast, you pass by place called Jonne, which is before 
Beirut. There is a river in Jonne called Nahr al Kalb, which is one of many rivers that end 
in the Mediterranean Sea. Jeita cave isn’t exactly by the coast; it is up a ways from that 
river. Jeita consists of caves that have water and caves that are dry. I went into the dry 
caves. When you go into the caves and look up, you see the stones hanging down as if 
they are frozen ice. The stones' geological structure in that cave is similar to crystals. It 



looks very nice when you see it. For the caves with water inside them, you need to get on 
a boat to go around. Everything inside is natural and not manmade. 
 
Wafa:  I heard that you have a castle in Lebanon that was built by a man for either his 
lover or wife. 
 
Sarah: Yes. Yes. You mean Qaser Moussa. 
 
Wafa: Yes. 
 
Sarah: Qaser Moussa is located in Deir el Amar, or maybe before that, because Beit el 
Deen is the one in Deir el Amar. Qaser Moussa is a small castle that was built by a man 
whose name was Moussa. The story goes that when he was a child, he used to draw all 
the time at school. One time one of his teachers saw him drawing during class time, and 
came to Moussa and asked him, "Are you drawing a castle? This castle could only be in 
your dreams." Many years after that Moussa fell in love with a girl from his town, and he 
decided to build her a castle. He built the whole castle on his own and carved pictures on 
each stone. It ended up being a very nice castle. I visited it, and, when you go inside, it is 
like a museum. They have a statue of Moussa when he was a child in the class. 
 
Wafa: Is Moussa still alive? 
 
Sarah: Three years ago I went on a trip with my students, and we met Moussa. He was a 
very old man. I don’t know if he is still alive. 
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