
CultureTalk Arab Levant Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Lebanese Government 

 
 

Levantine Arabic transcript: 
�� ا���������� : ا��

 
;A1  ,# B@ ا-0?<+ر=3 ا-/", >34، ;4  اآ4$ ر48.، ا-489. 1,&67 51 )%34 ا-,+اب، 01/. ا-,+اب )'&%$ #" رة : ! رة

M&(  1 5#آ9 341 و آL 1%'$ اآ4$ 51 #$ة K+اJ G8>+ -", ن 1&'$د ا-H+اG8، #,$ك ا-?%'$ ا-B,E و ا-?%'$ ا-? رون، 
 54,! N(ار O94 آP&( 7 ) ت&<J6، و ا'R-و اآ4$ ه -,+اب 541 )4,&7"< ، ا ،B,'= ابTUJا ،B'4R-آ4$ اJا-?%'$ ا

 V; W1 .?خ B; ،Y3، اV; W1 OZ- 3 ش? ل -", ن91ة، 1,,&67 >+ابV; W1 51  <و ر48. ا-0?<+ر=3 . ت )/", ن، ا
&,= ،6EU 94]&= 5Z?1 5 =&0$د-+ !^ !,54 آ? ن اوZ?1 54< ^! +/_ اذا B,'= ،$=$0&/- O( a 54 و,! ^! O67 آ

  . اآ4$ ا-BR )94جN -?0/. ا-,+اب J>+ 01/. ا-+زراء تW<  "=9%,  #,  هV< c4 م )/", ن
  

  ت ا-0 ي؟ و ا=?&h اJ>&7 ) : و; ء
  

ا>  )&Mآ9 ا>+ اخ9 91ة ا>&7"^ ه$=c ا-J ; 34m4P>&7 ) ت =?5Z ه@ )'$ ت/^ !,54 و >l ارع !,54، ه$=c : ! رة
 ، =+,! $%&'( 94P&( Bا>&7 ) ت )/$=3 ه B; On( $47 ) ت ا-,4 )34، ). اآ&<Jا O?',1 ،54,! N(3 ا>&7", ، #$ي ار,E-ا

  .  B; O&1 71& ر #5 آH,1 O%3، او Z(B&;9# ،+-+-+%( p; W1+ن . او آM&(  1 ،54&,! OآV1 9"+ط
 

English translation: 
 

 “Lebanese Government” 
 
Sarah: For example, we have the Republic of Lebanon.  Of course, there is also a 
president.  The president gets elected by the House of Representatives.  I think the House 
of Representatives is about a hundred and something seats for the different religious 
groups, since Lebanon has many different religions.  There is the Sunni seat, the 
Maronite seat, the Shi’a seat. These representatives are elected by the people of the 
country. We have elections for representatives once every four years.  We elect 
representative for each district.  There are five different districts in Lebanon.  I am from 
the northern district, which is in the north of Lebanon. The president gets elected for six 
years, and he can run for elections again after six years -- so if there is a president for six 
years, he can run for six years more, or there might be other people running for elections, 
depending on the House of Representatives and the minister's council. This is the system 
we have in Lebanon. 
 
Wafa: When are the next elections? 
 
Sarah: I remember the last time I voted was last summer, so after three years we will have 
elections for new representatives. Of course there is also a city council election, which 
takes place every one or two years, I don’t actually remember. There is mokhtar1 for 
every area, or some times it is called mohafeth.2  
 

                                                 
1  Mokhtar.  The head of the area or village, based on his social and material status. 
2  Mohafeth.  Mayor. 
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