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Marriage Age Then and Now
Persian transcript:

ناهید: جالبم این جا هستش که سنِ اِزدواج اَلان در ایران خیلی بالاتر رفته. یَعنی من یادمه زمانِ من مثلا ً من هیجده سالم که شده بود دیگه زمان ِاین شده بود که برایِ ازدواج ِمن کاری بشه. ولی اَلان در خانواده یِ خودِ من بچه هایِ برادرم مثلا ً هستند که بیست و هَفت سال بیست و شش سالشه و این هَمچین چیزه عَجیب غریبی نیست که یه دُختری بیست و شش سال بیست و هفت سالش هستش و هنوز ازدواج نکرده.

محسن: یعنی اگه یکی سنش رفت بالا خیلی خونواده ها نگران می شدند.
ناهید: خیلی نگران می شدند. مثلا من یادمه که خودِ من تا بیست و دو سالگی ازدواج نکرده بودم. من یادمه از هیجده سالگی تا بیست و دو سالگی این یه نگرانیِ بزرگ بود برای پدر و مادرِمن که آیا اصلا قراره من ازدواج کنم یا نکنم می دونی و حتی یه مقدار به من می گفتند مثلا کسی نیست که مثلا تو باهاش آشنا شده باشی مثلا علاقه مندی و نگران بودند و خیلی نگران بودند ولی الان من می بینم که فکر می کردند که دیگه دیر شده مثلا دخترِ من بیست و دو سالش شده هنوز ازدواج نکرده. ولی من الان تو خودِخانواده ی ِخودمون می بینم که بچه های ِخود ِما مثلا دختران ِخود ِما بیست و شش بیست و هفت سالشونه ازدواج نکردن ولی انگار نگرانی هست ولی نه اونقدری که زمان ِما بودش.
محسن: درسته، پس الان سن ازدواج رفته بالا ولی امرپذیرفته شده ای است.
ناهید: خیلی بیشتر پذیرفته شده؛ که سن ِازدواج بالاتره؛ سن بچه دار شدن بالاتره. به طور متوسط الان با زمانی که من دارم صحبتش رو می کنم خیلی فرق می کنه.
محسن: فکر می کنی دلیل ِاین قضیه چیه؟ چرا سن ِازدواج رفته بالا؟ حالا یه دلایل ِ اقتصادی که مطمئنا داره، ولی به لحاظِ فرهنگی فکر می کنید چرا این جوری شده.

ناهید: من فکر می کنم خب خیلی چیزا در ایران تغییر کرده در خودِ دنیا تغییر کرده حالا ایران هم یکی؛ خب این که دخترا دانشگاه برن و تحصیلات ِبالا داشته باشند خیلی رایج تره. یک زمانی زمان ِما خیلی کم شما می دید که یه دختری تحصیلاتش از شوهرش بالاتر باشه، ولی الان شما می بینید که این خیلی اتفاق می افته که یه دختری تحصیلش از شوهرش بالاترهستش؛ از لحاظِ اقتصادی سختره برای جَوونا که بخوان ازدواج بکنن و به خاطرِهمینه که یه مقدار سن ِازدواج بالا رفته.

ناهید: بله حساستر هستن اونطور نیستش که هر چی پدر و مادر گفتن همون باشه. نظر باید نظر(خودشون باشه). خیلی موقع ها ممکنه که اشتباه کنن، ولی اینی که "ما باید خوشمون بیاد" خیلی مهمتره از اینه که آیا پدر و مادر ما حالا حتما راضی هستند؛ خوششون می آد یا نه. فاکتورهای خیلی متفاوتی هستش؛ دلایل متفاوتی هستش؛ ولیکن خیلی من فکر می کنم کلا به اینی که خب دخترها الان خیلی بیشتر به حقوق و آزادی که باید داشته باشن واقفترند تا زمانی که ما مثلا فرض کنید نوجوان بودیم و ....
English translation:

Nahid: It is interesting how the [average] age of marriage in Iran has increased. I can remember in my time, for instance, when I had turned eighteen, it was time that something had to be done about my marriage. But now in my own family, my brother’s children, for example, are twenty-seven, twenty-six years old and it is not something strange and weird if a girl who is twenty six, twenty seven is not married yet.
Mohsen: It means if someone grew old, many families would be concerned.
Nahid: They would become very worried. For example, I can remember I had not gotten married until I was twenty two years old. I can remember from age eighteen to age twenty two, it was a big concern for my parents. “Am I going to get married at all or not?” You know? Sometimes, for example, they would ask me if there was anyone I had been acquainted with, [or had] any interest in. And they were worried and very worried, but now that I look back [I can see] they were thinking “It is late,” “my daughter is twenty-two years old and is not married yet.” But now, in our own family, I can see our own children, for example, our own daughters, are twenty six, twenty seven years old and not married. It seems there is concern but not as much as [there was] in our time.
Mohsen: Right, so now the age of marriage has increased but it is an accepted norm.
Nahid: It is more accepted that the age of marriage [should be] older. The age of having [a] kid should be older. On average, the present time differs from the time I’m speaking of.
Mohsen: What do you think the reason is? Why has the marriage age increased? Certainly, there are some economic reasons, but in terms of culture why do you think such a thing has happened?

Nahid: I think many things have changed in Iran, [also many things] in the world have changed, Iran is also one of them. The [fact] that girls should go to university and get higher education is more common. Whereas, in our time, you could rarely see a girl who was more educated higher than her husband. Now, you see it happening a lot that a girl’s education is higher than her husband’s. [And also] financially, it is harder for the youth who want to marry and so the age of marriage has increased.
Mohsen: And I think a reason is that nowadays girls and boys want to decide for themselves who to get marry and they may be more careful and sensitive in making decisions. 

Nahid: Yeah, they are more sensitive. It’s not like [before] that things would be [according] parents’ wishes. It should be their [children’s] choice [‘idea’]. It is possible that many times they would make mistakes, but the point that “we should be happy” is more important than the point that “our parents are happy.” There are different factors. There are different reasons. But [ولیکن] I think it is mostly [related to] the fact that nowadays girls are more aware of rights and freedoms they should enjoy compared to the time when we were teenagers.
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