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Not Keen on Working Abroad 

 
Egyptian Arabic transcript : 
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English translation: 
 
Man: I have never thought about traveling. But I failed my project -- perhaps I will think 
about it. I never thought seriously about traveling, because many people come and 
arrange documents at my office supply store on the computer. Thank God, my level of 
computer [skills] is good, so I use my skill, I mean, ah …. to earn money from it or get 
profit from it. There are people who print documents on my computer, because not all the 
people have computers … ah, so most of them are requests to travel abroad. Most young 
men are encouraged to travel abroad, but I’m against it, I mean. I don’t like to travel 
outside Egypt. I want to support myself internally first, and start, for instance, start from 
my country. My country is good, but it needs good people; it needs good young men. If 
they work hard, they will find themselves, and will find their aims. Here, most of the 
young men don’t know what they want; that’s why they didn’t succeed. They themselves, 
the missing thing is in themselves, because they want someone to decide1 for them and 
want someone to give them decisions; they are not decisive. But they want someone to 
decide for them, and they will follow orders.  
 

                                                 
1 Here it means to give them orders.  
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Why would I work for a foreigner or [one] from outside my country who insults my 
dignity, while I can do the same in my country? I can raise my economic standard inside 
my country -- but outside the country, I cannot guarantee that, I mean. 
 
I will travel, and migrate, and suffer, and, at the very end, I would have lost myself for 
money, I mean; however, if I travel to train people or to become better than they are -- 
yes, perhaps. 
 
Woman behind camera: But while traveling ….  
 
Man: Maybe if I travel, if our God wanted, and I traveled, I mean … this will be a good 
thing, but … ah … I would have benefited by knowing new people, and new faces, and 
new deals. I mean, if I travel to make business as a merchant, then I will be happy -- 
why? Because I will know new people, and see new deals and cultures that I have never 
seen. 
 
Ah … that’s it; these are the benefits of traveling. But to work for someone else, then I 
don’t want to travel.  
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